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FOREWORD 

What is the objective of education > 
Obviously, to unfold, to draw out, as 
its very name implies. But what is 
there to unfold, to draw out > A King, 
a God. A King in all the perfection 
of kingly powder ? A GexI in all di\nine 
fulfilment ? Not yet, though, as the title 
of this book implies, all things are 
Gods in their Becoming. 

The object of education, then, is to 
help to develop the kingly life, the 
Godlike life, w^here it is, from the stage 
it has so far reached on its w‘ay to 
Kingship, to Divinity. 

Naught is there which is not on this 
Great Way. Hence, education is at 
work everywhere and at all times, in 
every kingdom of nature from the lowest 
upwards, and from the very beginning 
of time. 
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The education which goes by the 
name is but a fragment, and I fear a 
poor fragment, of the education univer- 
sal. But such as it is, its real purpose 
is to aiid in the process whereby the 
seed unfolds into the bud. the budj into 
the flower ; and is, therefore, as Herbert 
Spencer so rightly said, for Complete 
Living. 

Elducadon is to help the individual 
life to expand, to unfold, and as far 
as possible to associate such expansion 
or unfoldment with delight, for growth 
should always be delight. 

Madame Montessori has finely des- 
cribed in one of her books that which 
such expansion should always mean, 
even amidst the necessary and valuable 
drudgery of character-building through 
physical body, desires and mind : 

One beautiful December day. when the «un 
shone and the air was like Spring. 1 went 
up on the roof with the children. ITiey were 
plapng freely about, and a number of them 
were gathered about me. 1 was sitting near 



VM 


a chimney, and said to a little five-ycar-oW 
boy who sat beside me : “ Draw me a 

picture ol this chimney/ giving him as 1 
spoke a piece of chalk. He got . down 
obediently and made a rough sketch of the 
chimney on the tiles which formed the floor 

of this roof terrace. As is my custom with 

little children, 1 encouraged him. praising his 
work. The child looker! at me. smiled, 

remained for a moment as if on the point of 
bursting into some joyous act, and then cried 
out : “I can write ! 1 can write ! and 

kneeling down again he wrote on the pave- 
ment the word “ hand Then, full of 
enthusiasm, he wrote also * chimney/ roof / 
As he wrote, he continued to cry out ; I 

can write ! 1 know^ how to write ! *" His cries 
of joy brought the other children, who formed 
a circle alx^ut him, looking down at his w^ork 
in stupefied amazement. I wo or three of 
them said to me, trembling with excitement : 

' Give me the chalk. I can wnte too/ And 
indeed they l>egan to wnte various words : 
mamma, hand, John, chimney. Ada. 

Not one of them had ever taken chalk or 
any other instrument in hand for the purpose 
of writing. It was tlie /trsi (tmr tJiat diey 
had ever wTiUcn, and they traced an entire 
word, as a child, when SfK-aking for tlie first 
time, speaks the entire word. 

For such Kingship, for such Divinity, in 
gradually deepening intensities of Power, 
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of Wisdom and of Love, is all edu- 
cation, even down to the veriest 
details of subjects of study, of physical 
exercises, of games, of ail individual 
and co-operative activity. 

Many years of educational experience 
have emboldened me to offer certain 
considerations as to fundamental and 
therefore vital principles underlying all real 
education, even though the remoteness 
of some of them from present edu- 
cational conditions may cause them in 
the eyes of some to be but dreams, or 
at the best visions of far-off days. 
Yet, both as a headmaster and as the 
PrincipeJ of a University College, have 
I been able to put many of them into 
effective practice. 

I am convinced that with the world 
in a stage of renaissance — there are 
abundant signs of its new youth, even 
amidst the prevailing darknesses — the 
hour has struck for a renaissance in 
education, for its readjustment to Life, 
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and for new forms to embody such 
readjustment. 

I am convinced that the wodd needs 
a new education, and I think the fact 
of the existence in all parts of the 
world of much valuable experimental 
educational activity shows that there are 
many who recognize this need. But it 
must be an education that b really 
new, not just a new superstructure built 
with more or less the same material 
upon the old foundations. 

Obviously, this urgently needed renais- 
sance will take time, and will be the 
fruit of much preliminary individual 
experimentation. But until the world’s 
education is new, the world cannot 
move forward into its new and happier 
life. 

“ Gods in the Becoming " is a small 
contribution towards the hastening of 
this renaissance. 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

Look where we wilJ, we see Gods in 

the Becoming, Gods In their Becoming, 
the Spirit of Youth unfolding to an 
Eternal Heaven. 

In the dust we carelessly tread 
underfoot, are a myriad Gods in their 
Becoming. In the dust the Spirit of 
Youth is unfolding. 

In the oceans and the rivers, in the 
water-falls and in the lakes, in earth 
and rock, in cloud, in sunsliine, in sky, 
arc countless Gods in their Becoming. 

In all these is the Spirit of Youth 
unfolding. 

In all other living creatures, in each 
denizen of the vegetable kingdom, in 
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each denizen of the kingdom of the 
animals, a God is in his Becom- 
ing, and Youth is unfolding to its 

divinity. 

In the dust the Gods are less. In 
the diamond the Gods have become 
more. 

In the grass and in the corn, in the 
earth and in the rock, the Gods are 
less. In the banyan-tree, in majestic 
trees, in flowers, the Gcxls have be- 
come more. 

In the insect, in all other lowly 

forms of animal life, the Gods arc less. 
In dog, in cat, in elephant, in other 
majesties of the animal kingdom, the 
Gods have become more. 

In the birds, the Gods are less. In 

an angel a God has become more. 

In a savage, a God is less. In a 
civilized man, a God has become 
more. 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

As Gods asleep, Gods enter the 

mineral kingdom that in their sleep they 
may stir to dream. 

As Gods dreaming, Gods enter the 
vegetable kingdom that in their dream- 
ing they may grow to wakefulness. 

As Gods wakeful, Gods enter the 

animal kingdom that in their wakeful- 
ness they may desire. 

As Gods desiring, Gods enter the 

human kingdom that in desiring they 
may know and know that they 
know. 

And the Gfxls who know and know 
that they know move onwards that 
they may become wise. 

And Gods who are wise move on- 

wards that they may enter At-One- 
Ment. 

And Gods who have entered At- 
One-Ment move onwards that they 
may become One. 
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And Gods who have become One 
move onwards. 

Look where we will, we see Gods 
in the Becoming, Gods in their Be- 
coming. 

Look where we will, we see Youth 
moving onwards to Eternal Youth- 
fulness. 

Look where we will, we see Move- 
ment to Divinity. 


And a Child is a God in his 
Becoming, a Spirit of Youth, a Jewel 
of Divinity. 
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CHAPTER fl 


GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

What is the Spirit of a Gcxl > 

It is the Spirit of Youth becoming 
Eternal. 

What is the Spirit of Youth > 

Is it a matter of years, a matter of 
health, a m«itter of being abreast of 
the world's changing opinions ? 

The Spirit of Youth depends upon 
none of these. Years may be many. 
Health may be indifferent. Opinions 


may 

be dubbed 

as ** 

behind 

the 

times 




In 

truth, those who are young 

in 

years 

have yet to 

learn 

how to 

be 

young 

in the real 

Spirit 

of Youth. 


While those who are oldest in years 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

and even feeblest in health arc often 
strongest in the Spirit of Youth. Often 
the opinions and outlook upon life of 
yesterday are truer and therefore 
younger than those of today. 

Truth is the eternal Spirit of Youth, 
for Truth is ever seeking restlessly the 
More of itself, is ever gazing outwards 
from within, is ever changing to the 
measure of its unfolding Eternity. 

And Truth is Life. Hence Life is 
the Spirit of \’outh, and as Life grows 
so does Youth intensify. Those who 
are most alive with Life are those 
in whom the Spirit of Youth abides 
most splendidly. 

Therefore is the Spirit of Youth in 
a growing and increasingly penetrating 
sense of Immortality, of an eternally 
expanding Becoming. 

The Spirit of Youth is in a deepen- 
ing sense of the growing abundance of 
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GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

Life, irrespective of age in years or of 
health of bodies. 

The Spirit of Youth is in a sense 
of boundless Being and of resistless 
Becoming, steadily deepening in Being, 
and ceaselessly growing from more to 
more, amidst the storms and stress of 
Life no less than in Life's havens 
and joys. 

Thus is the Spirit of Youth the 
magic power which, in every hell, in 
every frustration, in every defeat, in 
every sorrow, in every storm, discovers 
a heaven, an opportunity, a triumph, a 
joy, a peace. 

The Spirit of Youth is the intriguing 
vision of the future even in the very 
present, of a More in every less, 
of the sure intimations of inevitable 
triumph amidst the apparent death- 
warrants of seemingly inexorable frustra- 
tions. 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

TTie Spirit of Youth is in no way 
dependent upon age of physical body. 
It is no slave to years. It dwells where 
souls are growing wrise in the eternal 
things of Life, be the vehicles of these 
souls young or old in years. 

Rather is the Spirit of Youth to the 
nobly and spiritually evolved ; to those 
who count their years of gradually 
increasing serenity and purposefulness 
in terms of centuries of continuously 
conscious dedication ; to those who, 
having discovered the eternal Laws 
of Life, long ago set themselves to 
become one vsrith such Laws. 

The Spirit of Youth is not a matter 
of the functioning of physical body, 
feelings, emotions, mind. The Spirit of 
Youth is in no way finally dependent 
upon their keenness and elasticity. The 
Spirit of Youth is an awakening in 
Will, in Peace, in Power, in Law, in 
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GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

Order, in Aspiration, in Wisdom, in 
Reverence, in Goodwill, in Compassion, 
in Understanding. 

The physical body may fail. Feelings 
and emotions may grow dim. The mind 
may lose its power of functioning. 
Contact with the outer world may 
weaken. Yet the Spirit of Youth may 
remain in the magic shining of the Will 
through all failing powers — the eternal 
Sun which shines in all darkness, in all 
weakness, in all helplessness. 

Where the W'ill is awake, there the 
Spirit of Youth is glowing, be it through 
powerless Ixxly, through emaciated 
feelings and emotions, through distorted 
mind. And where the Spirit of Youth 
is being achieved, even as yet in but 
small measure, then shall there begin to 
cease to be either pKJwerlessness of body, 
or feebleness of feelings and emotions, 
or inelasticity of mind. Then shall the 
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very physical body itself begin to grow 
young and eternal with the Spirit of 
Youth. Then shall feelings and emo- 

tions begin to grow ever youthful in 
their splendid purity and aspiration. 

Then shall the mind be ever keen and 
restless in its search for Truth, and 
become wisely understanding of the 
Law of Unfolding Adjustment, whereby 
to each is always his due place in 
Life, to each is always the due 
satisfaction of his needs, to each arc 
always his due opportunities to move 
straightly on his appointed way. 

The Spirit of Youth is thus that 

achievement of Will and Truth whereby 
in the One are beginning to be per- 

ceived the many, and in the many 
the One. It is that achievement of 
Will and Truth whereby the Flower, 
the F^urpose, the Way, the Order, and 
the Law of the great march of 

K) 



GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

evolution are gradually being discerned. 
It is that achievement of Will and Truth 
whereby Justice, Love and Triumph are 
gradually being perceived to be ol the 
essence ol all the various circumstances 
of growth. It is that achievement of 
Will and Truth whereby ail darkness 
is seen to be Light in the becom- 
ing, and all frustration victory in the 
making. 

The Spirit of \'outh is Light eternal 
on the Path, and Peace eternal in 
its treading. 

Small indeed is our measure of 
the Spirit of Youth as, in the ear- 
liest beginnings of our forthgoing, we 
set out on the \X^ay of L nfolding 
Kingship. 

But in kingdom after kingdom of 
nature, after long ages of experience, 
we achieve kingship upon kingship, or 
shall I not even more truly say, we 
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achieve in each kingdom the Spirit o( 
its eternal Youthfulness ? 

Out of the sleep which is dust we 
achieve the youth which is in diamond^ 
in every sparkling king of the mineral 
kingdom. So have we achieved the 
first measure of the Spirit of Youth 
which someday shall be ours in almost 
unfathomable fulness. To this first 
measure we now add the second 
measure as, through the vegetable king- 
dom, we achieve Youth -Kingship in that 
kingdom's noblest life. To these two 
measures we now add a third measure 
of the Spirit of Youth as, through the 
animal kingdom, we achieve Youth - 
Kingship in incarnation in the noblest^ 
of animal-kings. 

Thus are three measures, three king- 
ships, of the Spirit of Youth ours, ours, 
even though they may suffer obscuration 
and neglect as we wend our further 
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GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

way. And now are we engaged in 
filling the Vessel of our Becoming with 
the fourth measure, or kingship, of the 
Spirit of Youth — the measure that shall 
be full as to these lower worlds when 
at last we have achieved Youth- King- 
ship in the human kingdom. But 
before we can begin the final achieve- 
ment of the fifth measure it is the Law 
that the three measures which are 
already ours, and the fourth which is 
nearly ours, shall ceaselessly be out- 
poured in fructification upon those 
kingdoms from the waters of w^hich 
they themselves were filled to the 
brim, and to that ovcr-flowi ng which 
carried us onwards into the kingdom 
beyond. 

Only as we bestow in power and 
blessing that which in truth we ourselves 
have received in {x>wer and blessing 
in kingdom after kingdom of nature. 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

are we fit and ready to begin to 
receive the power and blessing of the 
fifth great measure of Eternal Youth — 
the measure of the first mighty king- 
dom of the Super-Men. In the human 
kingdom we have at last begun to know 
ourselves, and therefore to be ourselves. 
At last, therefore, have we to learn to 
give ourselves. For the Spirit of Youth 
is the Spirit of Becoming by Giving, by 
Sharing, by causing the One to appear 
in power and blessing and comradeship 
among the many. 

I have written of achieving the Spirit 
of Youth. Yet in a very real sense 
the Spirit of Youth is eternal and with 
us always. Asleep in the unmanifested 
sea of eternal infinity, the Divine Spirit 
of Youth stirs to the benedictory touch 
of God the Awakener, of God the 
Sender-Forth, who, as evolution pro- 
ceeds, becomes God the Deliverer. 
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GODS BECOMING YOUNG 

Stirring, faint dream-anticipations of 
movement ripple through it, and divine 
restlessness is awake. Formless, consci- 
ousless aspirings cause Life in its quality 
of Becoming to enter upon its Way. 
Contacts and the fruits of contacts, the 
early processes of differentiation, the 
first faint and imperceptible intima- 
tions of individualization, Vcigue and 
indeterminate awarenesses, mark the 
primordial beginnings of the pilgrimage 
of the Spirit of ^ outh to the achieve- 
ment of Self-realization. Stage by stage 
the Spirit of \"outh unfolds to the 
measure of its gradual awakening. 
Slowly but surely dreams b<?comc ex- 
perience. Restlessness stirs to satiety 
after satiety. Aspirings ascend to summit 
after summit of fulfilment. And the 
pendulum of Becoming swings in ever- 
widening arcs within the field of the 
Bitter-Sweet of Life. 
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GODS IN THE BECOMING 

As the pendulum swings unceasingly, 
so, therefore, do the wings of Youth 
begin to flutter — at Krst almost im- 
potently, but little by little gaining 
strength, direction, purpose. On the 
wings of his unfoldment the Spirit of 
Youth rises through the valleys of 
experience to those heights which mark 
the loftiest summits of the first king- 
dom of his endeavour. From pole 
to pole of Life’s Bitter-Sweet he flies, 
growing strong in storm and radiant 
in sunshine. A t last, in a mighty 
uprush, this winged Spirit reaches the 
mountain-heavens of the kingdom 
through which he has been making 
his earliest flight, and from these 
passes to the lowest valleys of the 
kingdom next beyond and above. Into 
each kingdom he brings a gradually 
awakening purpose, a growing strength, 
and a steadier direction, so that 
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while at first mere contact suffices, soon 
feeling awakens, later emotions, and 
then the beginnings of knowledge and 

the dawning of conscious determination. 

As experience grows, power unfolds, 
and the seeds of new powers begin 

to be ready for fructification. 

As the flights of the Spirit of Youth 
extend and ascend, knowledge slow^ly 
changes into wisdom, and determination 
into righteousness. And at last the 

god, free in aU heights and in ail 

depths alike, becomes God. 

Thus is it that each one of us is 

slowly learning to know his eternal 
Youth, even through the cruellest distor- 
tions of myopic time, and through the 
almost impenetrable blackness of blind 
ignorance. Thus is it that we slowly 
learn to remain no slaves of earthly 
years, no victims of that which time 
calls death, no puppets of body, nor of 
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feelings, nor of mind — time-enshrouded 
as each of these is, though ensouled 
with the eternal. 

Yet time is indeed the servant of 
the Spirit of Youth, even though in 
the lower worlds decay may seem to 
advance upon its vehicles which are 
working in them. Time is the pathway 
of Youth, and death the process of 
adjustment whereby the vestures out- 
worn in the service of unfolding Youth, 
adding life to Youth as clothes add 
warmth to bodies, arc returned to those 
elements whence they were derived, 
since through constant usage their con- 
stituent parts needed revitalization in the 
elemental waters of their being. Hav- 
ing given power to the growing Spirit 
of Youth in the individual whom they 
clothed, their forms disintegrate, rejoin- 
ing the common stock of vesture-stuff, 
their life enriching the stock with the 
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adjustments it has gained by reason 
of its association with a soul. 

At rest, through death’s releasing, from 
unfoldment in the outer worlds, the 
Spirit of Youth gains re-creation and 
adjustment in the inner worlds, thence 
re-clothing itself for further adventuring 
towards thewe frontiers of Life to the 
very limits of which the Spirit of Youth 
must extend dominion. Thus is new 
armour donned as the Spirit of Youth 
descends again and again, till at last 
he builds his Jerusalem, his Mecca, his 
Kashi, his Gaya, even on earth itself ; 
and no longer shall his Youth know 
forthgoing since it abides everywhere. 

Indeed has the poet Blake voiced the 
Call of unfolding \ outh, as the descent 
to earth is begun lor earth's full 
conquering ; 

Bring me my Bow of burning gold. 

Bring me my arrows of desire. 
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Bring me my spear : O clouds unfold ! 
Bring me my chariot of fire ! 

1 will not cease from mental fight 
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand. 
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England's green and pleasant land. 

Such is the etemr.! cry of Youth, 
to build a Jerusalem in an England — 
the names are of no import. 

Where the Will is pure with the 
Fire of Youth, where desires are rest- 
less with the generous aspirations of 
Youth, where speech and action are 
alive with the ordered freedom of 
Youth, there indeed is an earth be- 
coming a heaven, and the Spirit of 
Youth is achieving its Kingship and 
therefore its perfect Freedom. 

In the first verse quoted above 
Blake finely depicts the effect of heaven- 
ly experiences upon the soul entranced 
in these inner worlds of re-creation, and 
also the urge to descend in a chariot 
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of fiery purpose, with will, desire and 
action alert, to conquer for Youth even 
the darkest places in the kingdom of 
God. 

Down comes the soul, clothing him- 
self once more in the vestures of 
darkness, but ever with the shining 
Oriflamme of Youth borne aloft before 
him by Those who have become the 
Standard-bearers and Ministers, because 
They are the embodiment, of Youths 
eternal Glory. In these outer worlds of 
illusion and darkness the soul may 

have but fleeting glimpses of his Ori- 
flammc, jxrrchancc at times forgetting 
it. He may fall by the way, or falter, 
or now and again turn aside. But 
wherever he is, whether in triumph or 
disaster, in joy or in sorrow, the 

Oriflamme of Youth beckons him on- 
wards. And the time shall come when 

at last he himself shall grasp the 
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Oriflamme for ever, and bear it aloft 
for those who are to come after hurt. 
Descent upon descent to earth. Ascent 
upon ascent to heaven. Thus is the 
spark of Youth fanned into brighter 
glowing, to become a flame, to become 
a fire, a myriad fires, a Universe of 
Fire, and to shower forth its sparks 
upon their quickening way. 

Thus is the sleep of Life transformed 
to wakefulness and thence to sparkling 
energy. Thus docs the Spirit of Youth, 
but a spark in its beginnings, enter 
upon a long and arduous pilgrimage, 
at the end of which, or at an end of 
which, it flowers into the glory of its 
own eternal Being ; to pass onwards 
to yet greater glories in the magic of 
that ceaseless Becoming without which 
its Being would have no life. 

Youth is the goal of Life ; and time, 
with ail its attributes of birth and 
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death, and cause and effect, and light 
and shade, and beginning and end, is 
tor the achievement of Voutii by every 
individual life dwelling in every king- 
dom of nature. Bodies grow old. 
Feelings and emotions grow stale and 
lifeless. The mind hardens. Why ? Be- 
cause none of them have yet learned 
to grow young. Instead of growing 
younger and younger, year after year, 
circumstance after circumstance, hard- 
ship after hardship, disaster after 
disaster, victory after victory, joy after 
joy, they grow old. That is the 
tragedy of the lives of most of us. 
Associating ourselves with the vestures 
of the soul, rather than with the soul 
which is our real Self, we feel 
we are growing old. Wc think we 
are growing old. We talk about grow- 
ing old. We cause ourselves to slow 
down altogether when in fact we must 
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nee<is slow down but in part. We 

settle down into old age, and hedge 

ourselves about with all its crutches. 

We have not yet learned how to 
be young for ever. We have not 
yet learned how to let go of age in 
whatever form it manifests. We have 
not yet learned how to minimise the 
inconvenience of an old and possibly 
ailing body ; still dwelling in it. but 

otherwise. We have not yet learned 
how to minimize the inconvenience of 
old and possibly hardening feelings, 
emotions, mind, still using them as 
best we can. but otherwise than here- 
tofore. We have not yet learned to 

become one with that dweller in his 
own realm, who is the very heart and 
life of us, the very Fire of us — the 
Soul of our eternal Youth, that Soul 
which never grows old because it is 
always growing young. We have nert 
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yet learned ourselves to dwell in that 

realm of his rather than in any 
other ; and for ourselves at least, even 
if not for others, since our expresnon 
of ourselves towards others through 
time -fashioned vesscb may possibly 
fail, to be independent of time's 
ravages, never ceasing to grow young, 

though every channel for youth's 

forthgoing may have become dry and 
rough and hard. 

'The soul is not yet master of his 
vehicles. But how true it is, then, 

that death is the constant friend of 

Youth, releasing his Spirit from partial 

thraldom when the soul in his 
vehicles for the gathering of Youthful- 
ness has reached the limits of his 

power. 

We see, therefore, that in us Youth 
is ever growing — Youth the incarna- 
tion of pure and eternal Movement, of 
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pure and eternal Light, of pure and 
eternal Wisdom, Will, and calm, bene- 
ficent Poise. 

And every world of life, no less 
this ezurth of ours than all other 
worlds, is a garden in which ail 
conditions and circumstances are splendid 
trees, each bearing its own unique 
fruit, but every fruit luscious with the 
elixir of Youth, some bitter and some 
sweet, but all youth-giving. 

The Youth of childhood is not abiding 
Youth. It is a fleeting, ephemeral 
Youth, illumined sometimes, but rarely, 
alas, for more than a brief while, by 
the real Spirit of Youth which lay 
about the growing individual as he 
tarried awhile in heaven after leaving 
the earth of his previous incarnation. 

What there is in the child of 
abiding Youth remains to be seen 
when his vehicles grow older and the 
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Youtii oi his very soul is thereby 
challenged. Time-Youth of body, of 
emotions, of mind, as shown in the 
lack of development of the vehicles 
of each, however evocative of tender- 
ness, is not the Youth each one 
of us is seeking. It is but Youth 
negative, not Youth positive. 

Real Youth, Youth Eternal, the Youth 
of the goal of each of us, sends 
forth through every vehicle rays of 
resistless power, of infinite wisdom, of 
immeasurable peace, of compelling law, 
of perfect movement, of inflexible order, 
of unfathomable understanding, of divine 
beauty, of form well-nigh formless in 
its perfect reflection of universal Life, 
of a majestic inscrutability, veiling from 
all lesser stature the excess of its glory. 
And all these wondrous rays issue forth 
from Poise in perfectly adjusted restless 
rest. 
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Such is the Youth-to-be of every 
living creature in every kingdom oi 
nature. Such is the Flower which 
within each one of us is still but seed* 
or maybe bud. 

Such is the Spirit of Youth we are 
dedicated to educate in ourselves, and 
sometimes, for friendship’s sake, in 
others. 

To the unfoldment of such a Spirit, 
for the service of such Gods in the 
Becoming, are our poor little curricula, 
our poor little methods, and all other 
ingredients of our educational systems ! 

And do we not, let us hope uncon- 
sciously, so design our educative proces- 
ses that the young soon become old, 
conventional, static, set, instead of more 
and more dynamic, more and more 
afire with the Spirit of Youth 7 

Heaven lies faintly about the young. 
But our educational systems soon cause 
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it to fade away in the advancing dark> 
ness of ignorance. And then the pilgrim 
knows his Youth no more, though 
unconsciously he is ever seeking it, 
until once again he drinks in heaven 
deep draughts from the Well of Youth, 
his refreshment once more lasting but a 
brief while on earth. 

But heaven is patient, and Youth 
long-suffering. No machinations or ignor- 
ance of man can indefinitely delay the 
omnipotent urge of the divine will to 
Youthfulness. 

Youth is our heritage, our purpose, 
our destiny, our Becoming and our 
Being. 

Age is fleeting. Death but unlocks 
a door. Sorrow and joy. Failure and 
Success. Despair and Courage, are but 
for Remembrance — for the remembering 
of our royal birth in ^ outh, of our 
royal progress towards Youth, and of 
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our eventua/ crowning witJi the Di&dein 
of Eternal Youth. 

Let U3 live for Youth, grow for 
Youth, experience for Youth, educate 
for Youth, as surely as we die for 
Youth. 

So shall we hasten through the 
valleys and from the hills of our 
Pathway of Youth, and standing young 
on the mountain heights command a 
Universe glowing with Youth, thus with 
Youth to be afire. 

Browning has said : 

Earth’s crammed with heaven. 

And every common bush afire with God. 

May we not no less truly say that 
Elarth's crammed with Youth, and every 
common bush aglow with Youthfulness ? 
■Gods in their Becoming become Young. 





CHAPTER III 


GODS RETURN TO EARTH 

Let us assume that to the vestures of 
a soul, to his physical body, to his 
desire body, and to the body of his 
mind, old age has come, and then 
what we caU death. These, as we 
shall sec in due course, disintegrate, 
save in very rare cases as regards the 
bodies of desire and of the mind, when 
to all intents and purposes they may 
be resumed for another spell of incar- 
nation, And the soul, or such projection 
of him as there may be for the 
purpose of directing his vehicles, that 
** I ** which is each one of us down 
here, enters a heaven. He very truly 
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goes to heaven for re-creation and for 
the remembrance of his Godhood amidst 
such transcendent glories as may be 
open to his vision. His work on earth 
is hard. TTiere is so often but little of 
heaven about it. And when the ves- 
tures he wears for contact with the 
various consciousnesses of earth become 
worn out, he is not a little tired as 
well, immortal though he be, for he is 
still on the road to Youth, he is still 

a God in the Becoming, he has not 
yet learned the secret of eternal virility. 
So he goes to his heaven for a 
change, and in that heaven perceives 

how wonderfully worth while are all the 
hardships, the sorrows, the trials, even 
the tragedies, of earth. 

In a later Chapter, where 1 refer to 

the education of little children, I give 
a classification of the various hea- 
vens appropriate to different types of 
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souls.* Here I am concerned with the 
leaving of the heavens rather than with 

their nature. 

Bowed down under weight of years, 

tired of lifes constant and often un- 

availing struggles, heart-broken, it may 
be, by bitter griefs and joy -destroying, 
but never really soul-destroying, disas- 
ters, the souFs projected ** 1 goes 
down into the valley of the shadow of 
death, and the soul himself watches 
while his vehicles descend thankful for 
the release ; though that which we call 
** 1 ” down here, the ** 1 with which 
we refer to ourselves, may know little 

as to what is happening, possibly has 
no belief as to any beyond. Fortunate- 
ly the ** I which we call ourselves, 
and the sou! which we are, are two 

* In Thf Ancient Ohr BcMint A 

iwy intereAtifif Hindu ol tb« HenvcsEruA 
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somewhat different entities — the “ 1 ’’ be- 
ing the most the soul is able, for 
the time being, to project into his lower 
vehicles, and is therefore by no means 
equal in stature to its parent, the soul. 

So incomplete is the soul’s contact 
with his vehicles, so inadequately is he 
able to communicate his own knowledge 
to his vehicles, that such of him as is 
immediately engaged in directing these 
instruments — this “ I ” of ours — becomes 
confused aumidst the miasmas of time 
and ignorance which beset him on ail 
sides. 

Therefore is it that the very idea as 
to the possibility of rebirth appals and 
repels the vast majority of mankind, 
confined as they are within the narrow 
limitations of their “ I’s To live again 
the kind of life we are sometimes 
so impatient to give up is un- 
thinkable in its saddening implications. 
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We are tired of our lives. As we feel 
for the moment, we are utterly tired of 
cver)rthing. Let there be death, and 
quick forgetfulness. Never mind what 
happens afterwards — so long as there 
shall be no more of this. 

But what in fact happens > As I 
have already said, the physical body 
disintegrates. The desire body and the 
body of the mind remain awhile. But 
these t<x> disintegrate in due course. And 
the soul is left to go to the new 
heaven, remade by reason of the latest 
experiences below, the ** I " once more 
re -absorbed in him. 

What does he find ? That his futile 
dreams on earth were true : that in 
some wonderful way he can achieve 
the wonders he longed to accomplish, 
but which were so coldly denied to 
him on earth ; that sorrows are no 
more, suffering is no more ; that the 
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partings which lacerated him were but 
partings in appearance, for in his 
heaven are all whom he has ever 
loved, all his friends, all who in any 
way have been near and dear to 
him : that life is marvellously worth 
while, for some of the very delights of 
heaven he discovers to be the fruit of 
all that made life on earth so hard 
and barren ; that indeed is he a God 
in the Becoming, indeed has he a mea- 
sure of Eltemal Youth, indeed is his 
future sure and marvellous ; indeed is all 
well with one who is a God, and 
who is ever moving towards a mighty 
victory. 

The God he shall some day be m 
divinely alive in his present heaven ; and 
in Him is the soul, and knows himself 
to be. The splendours he has but dream- 
ed. the longings he has not dared to 
cherish, the wisdom he could never 
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hope to possess, the power he couW 
never hope to wield, the majesty in 
which he could never hope to shine, 
the glories he could never hope to 
achieve, and the love and friendship he 
deemed in impotent resentfulness could 
have but their short day and then 
must cease to be — all these are his, arc 
alive in this heaven-God who is his very 
self. All the worlds, all the powers, 
all the truths, all the fortunes unimagin- 
able in their richness, arc in this God 
who is himself, and are therefore 
his for the conquering, his for an 
adventuring forth into the regions 
where fortunes and all other gifts are 
to be had, not for the asking, but for 
the winning. 

How worth while was that life on 
earth, after all. How true, though 
almost unbelievable, that even the 
heaviest burdens of cartlw— especially 
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those that were borne bravely, with 
courage and endurance — were blessings 
in disguise, for because of them he knows 
a heaven more marvellous than the 

heaven he would have known without 
them. How true indeed that as was 

the darkness on earth, so is in part the 
Light of Heaven. 

Forgetfulness ! Rather thankfulness, 
now he sees so clearly how truly these 
hardships, though he could not possibly 
realize the fact at the time, were 

messengers of the Love of God Himself. 

And as he rejoices with a full 

heajt, he begins to see that the time 
will some day be when in such a 
heaven as this, but infinitely vaster 

and more magnificent, and perfect in 

unchanging reality, he will live for 
ever, even though he dwell on earth. 

For heaven is a state of conscious* 

ness, not a place. Heaven lies about 
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us everywhere, by no means only 
during that infancy of which the poet 
writes. Heaven is not a place. It 
nught almost be called an attitude of 
consciousness, though it is infinitely 
more, for it is a real intimation from the 
future. Where we are is not the con- 
dition upon which experience of heaven 
depends, nor whether we are “ alive ** 
in the ordinary sense of the word or 
“ dead ". Heavens belong to Gods, 
and we are Gods in the Becoming. 
Heavens belong to Youth, and we are 
moving on the Way of Youthfulness. 
Therefore is it that the soul has the very 
wonderful realization that this heaven 
in which he experiences so splendid an 
inrunortality, such potent ecstacics, is 
but the Event of events casting its 
brightness before, assuring him that 
some day jdl clouds shall be melted in 
the glories of his everlasting sunshine. 
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And with this realization he perceives 
that down there, though the phrase is 
misleading, on that troublesome earth, 
with all its darknesses and frustrations, 
with edl its sorrows and its griefs, 
heavens are made ; for he knows that 
the very heaven he is now enjoying, 
is to no small extent earth-fashioned. 

Shall he in a measure leave this 
supremely satisfying heaven > Shall he 
again venture to send an 1 ” into the 
darkness ? Is it worth while ? 

Does he not know, at least in heaven, 
that “ earth’s crammed with heaven, 
and every common bush afire with 
God ” > Docs he not know that he 
shall someday find a heaven down on 
earth, mnee heaven is indeed every- 
where, and we know it, at least on 
gienrious occarions > Does he not know 
that all who are really young, and who 
have adbieved a very substantial measure 
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of their divine Becoming, have the 
magic vision to see heaven everywhere 
and at all times, in darkness no less 
than in light, and are thus in constant 
peace and joy ? Shall he not venture 
forth, through his “ 1,” to see if he can 
come nearer to his Youth, hasten his 
divine Becoming, so that he too shall 
have this magic vision } 

True, so far the glimpses have been, 
intermittent. The things of earth seem, 
when we are on earth, far more real 
than the things of heaven. Sorrow and 
frustration, and what we call hells, are 
far more within our earthy ken than 
joy and victory, and what we call our 
heavens. Still, heaven is in all things, 
and Gods in the Becoming as we arc 
— I use the word " we ’* for the soul’s 
projection of himself as “ I ’’ in these 
outer worlds — it lies in our power to 
evoke the heaven -content in all things 
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and in all people. And in the magic of 
our growing divinity the illusion of the 
hells shall surely vanish before the 
reality of the heavens, for in a way 
we needs must make them both. Not 
yet is such magic ours, because our 
ardour for heaven is still weak. We 
have not yet learned to give to heaven 
its full values. We do not yet know 
enough about heav'en to be imperative 
in demanding it, insistent in creating it. 
Hence the hells, that we may learn to 
yearn intelligently and eagerly for their 
heaven -contrasts. 

And in the compassionate dispensation 
of Life, since it is so easy to forget 
the Light amidst the darkness which 
we need to know for the sake of 
knowing the Light, we are vouchsafed 
times for the experience of heaven, for 
the rcmcmlxrance of the Light which 
sometimes seems so dim. So is it that 
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on the nnagic carpet of eternity we 
become transported for a brief while to 
the Everest of our future realization and 
triumph. The future, as I have said, 
casts its certainties before, and we 
become strong again to laugh at the 
perils and obstacles of a Way which 
leads to such transcendent glories. 

And as we laugh, so does the sou! 
determine once more to send his " I 
in downward plunge to earth. And so 
we grow impatient to descend into the 
depths of earth, if to such heights they 
lead. With delight and joyous anticipa- 
tion the “ I ” is in haste to fling away 
the garments of heaven and to don the 
armour of earth’s conflicts and oppor- 
tunities. 

Down the *' I ” returns, drawing round 
him a new body of the mind, a new 
body of desire, a new physical body, 
weary no longer, despairing no longer. 
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bowed down no longer, but fiery and 
eager with the elixir of his Eltemal 
Youth. 

Therefore the new born babe. There- 
fore the little child. Therefore edl that 
makes the gladness, the happiness, the 
delight of youth of years — verily a glad- 
ness, a happiness, a delight, shining 
straight down from heaven and permeat- 
ing the very vehicles themselves with 
the marvels of the heaven whence the 
soul has once more journeyed forth. 

These little children arc veritaWe 
miniature heavens, for, as best they 
can, they constitute the heaven memories 
of the soul imprisoned within earthly 
forms. If only the spirit in these young 
ones could be perpetuated, not as it is. 
few the youth we sec is but a reflected 
youth, is but a memory of the future, 
a remembrance of heaven, not yet a 
living achievement ; but if only the 
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spirit dwellirrg in them could be per- 
petuated in a steadily growing measure 
of apotheosis, so that as the life on 
earth proceeds the spirit grows in 
beauty and in power, in childlikeness 
rather than in that childishness which 
is heaven’s memory distorted to the 
hard insistence of earthly facts ! Alas 
that this cannot be so. Alas that the 
glowing aura of heaven, the rainbow 
reflection of heaven’s sunshine, so evi- 
dent in the little children, must needs 
fade away into the darkness of the 
common night of earth. 

The soul himself is young with 
experience, but his vehicles are young 
with inexperience. Their material is crude 
because as yet unfashioned to the needs 
of the soul, though the texture of them 
must needs be of his nature. But he 
is young and all -refreshed with the 
memories of heaven, and valiantly his 
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“ I " sets to work to fashion these 
vehicles so that they shall express to 
their fulness the measure of lus own 
growth, helping him to grow more 
quickly through effective and ever- 
widening contact with the various 
kingdoms of their functioning. The spirit 
•of his youth, of his Godhood, is awake 
and restless in the soul, and therefore 
in his " 1,” for it has been stirred 
to its depths by his heaven sojourn. 
He is impatient, and sometimes thinks 
he can reproduce on earth the miracles 
he effects in heaven. 

Do we not see the little children 
-ever hard at work making, as best 
they know how, their heavens down 
here on earth, and with earth’s poor 
material ? Do we not see them in that 
joyous make-believe which is the 
memory of heaven trickling feeWy down 
4o earth ? Do we not see them 
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innocent and trustful ; perceiving com- 
rades in all with whom they come 
into contact, and toys in ail their 
surroundings ? Sometimes, perhaps, a 
shyness, sometimes a touch of fear, 
a shrinking clinging to some haven, 
or heaven, of refuge, away from the 
■unknown and often terrifyingly gigantic. 
Surely must this be so, for heaven has 
a hard task to try to cope with earth 
on the very territory of earth itself ; 
and those who have lived for many 
years on earth must needs appear 
iar more earthly than heavenly. These 
little ones, save, let us hope, in the 
family circle, 1 dare not say at school, 
see little round about them to remind 
them of the heaven with which their 
:80ul has sought to flood them. We 
must expect the rapid alternations be- 
tween a sunshine of delight and laughter 
and a storm of tears and grief. The 
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stonm soon pass away, because heaven 
is yet so near. The soul's triumphant 
flush of heavenlincss sets his vehicles 
aglow with happiness, and the memo- 
ries of the plasticities of heaven are 
at work to flout the rigidities of earth. 
How omnipotent is the little child with 
the soul’s memories of his Kingship- 
to-be. 

Radiant with heaven’s wisdom, the soul 
almost recklessly sets his " 1 " and 
his vehicles to work — he is so impatient 
—to know everything, to do everything, 
to explore ever)rthing, to overcome 
everything, to command everything. 
Think of the interminaUe questions 
spluttering forth from a child like builete 
from a machine-gun in a valiant 
attempt to make of earth a heaven 
by knowing everything at once. Think 
of the wonderful workings of the im- 
agination, knowing no obifta^les and 
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brushing contemptuously aside the 
seemingly impossible, in a valiant 
attempt to make of earth a heaven. 

Think of the perfect joy in all adven- 
turing forth, reckless but in supreme 
confidence, in a valiant attempt to 
make of earth everywhere a heaven 
always. The child is indeed a heaven- 
seeker. and, praise be to God, for a 
time at least a heaven -finder. 

But how long can we older folk, 

with our experience of earth lasting for 
many years and through many hard- 

ships and sorrows, make this heaven- 
seeking spirit and these heaven-finding 
triumphs last > How can we cause our 
home life to reflect more of heaven, 
ourselves seeking to become more 
heavenly ? How can we cause our 

education so to become permeated with 
more of the heaven spirit, that in 
school, in college, in university, the 
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heaven spirit*— most glorious of all 
qualities and powers— shall grow from 
more to more, and meet delightedly its 
counterpart alive in child and youth > 
Sad indeed is it that most of those 
of us who are older in years come 
before very long to disillusionment, to 
a forgetfulness of heaven in the midst 
of earth. Tbe “ j ” is not yet equal 
to his mission. Soon do our own 
heavens depart from us, though we have 
had them in the rich abundance in 
which we perceive them in those 
who left heaven later than ourselves. 
How shall we then retain their heavens 
for those who come after us ? How 
shall we, losing our own heaverw, 

know how to keep theirs for our 

younger brethren ? How shall we be 
able to preserve the spirit of heaven 
for others if we have ourselves not learn- 
ed to preserve it in our own lives > 
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But in spite of us. in spite of all 
these circumstances of earth, remem- 

bering them in heaven though the 
soul does, yet in very truth in joy 

and gladness the soul projects his "I " 
to clothe himself for treading once 
again the road he knows to lead 
to heaven. Ready becomes the 
garment of the mind that with its 
aid he may discover more of 

heaven. Ready becomes the garment 
of desire that with its aid he may 
discover more of heaven. Ready be- 
comes the garment of the physical 
body that with its aid he may dis- 

cover more of heaven. Through them 
he collects heaven’s wealth in the re- 
gions to which they belong, and each 
wealth is needful to him, for heaven is 
in the things of the mind, in the things 
of desire, in the ^things of the physical 
body itself. 
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Incarnation after incarnation is he, 
through his “ I,” set fair for his voyage to 
Youth and Godliness. But the winds of 
constructive adversity must needs play 
havoc with him until, spiritual seaman 
that he is, he learns to trim the sails 
of his bodies to take advantage of 
each and every wind no matter whence 
its direction, to hasten him on his way, 
God in the becoming as he most 
surely is. 

And now he, his “ I," has just 
come from a world of gold. He enters 
regions in which intermingle gold and 
the dross that is but gold-to-be. He 
plays alike with both, often to the 
sad discovery that all is not yet gold 
that glitters, since dross haa a danger- 
ous habit of glittering as if it were 
already gold — as we ourselves have the 
habit of glittering as if we were al- 
ready gods ! 
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Never mind. He plays and plays, 
and learns to distinguish between the 
gold and the dross. He learns to 
cherish the gold and to turn away 
from the dross. And some day as he 
draws nearer to his Godliness and 
Youth he learns to make the gold 
more golden and the dross gold, so 
that at long last he plays with naught 
but gold, for all is gold to him. 

Therefore is it that Gods in the 
measure of their “ I’s ” return to earth, 
joyously and confidently. Time after 
time the darkness seems too much for 
them, and then a dawning of the light 
of heaven for their refreshment, ere yet 
another return to the darkness for its 
further transmutation into light. And at 
last neither return to heaven nor going 
forth therefrom, for then shall there be 
no darkness at all, not even on eauth, 
nor any shadow of turning. 
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GODS IN PHYSICAL BODIES 

Heaven -making, Youth-seeking, God- 
becoming, is the game of Life. In 
youth of years we sometimes play the 
game as it should be played, though 
without much power to play it. In age 
of years the game too often ceases to 
be a game. It becomes a tragedy, 
and often degenerates into a number 
of desperate attempts to cling to such 
small gain as we may have won, 
feeling it gradu2dly escape from our 
wccikening grasp. If only we could 
play the game of Heaven-making right 
to the very end of life, carrying 
with us in triumph, through death to 
heaven and beyond, the wealth we have 
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accumulated ! This we do unconsciously, 
but we must learn to do it consciously, 
so that a vivid joy and peace of 
movement may ever dominate all in- 
cidents of decay. 

Let us look at our Heaven-maker, 
our Youth-seeker, our God in his Be- 
coming, awkward in a way in his new 
clothes, but young and about to em- 
bark on the new adventure of growing 
younger, and more Godlike ; and so to 
make heaven eternal instead of fleeting. 

In my book You I have tried to 
describe his general setting in this outer 
world, his family, his friends, his circum- 
stances. These accompany him out of 
the past, and with them he probably 
has innumerable and complicated rela- 
tionships, but all, be it understood, to 
the end of unfolding Youth. All these 
are either assets or liabilities as regards 
the capital with which he stiurts out on 
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this new adventure in Youth-seeking or 
God -becoming, the capital itself being 
the distillation of his experiences from 
the time of his first awakening from 
Life asleep in the Unmanifest. His 
capiteJ, in other words, is the Youthful- 
ness he hcis so far achieved. Of course, 
most of his capital is in the treasure- 
house of his eternal soul, in his heaven. 
It is stored there. But for the purpose 
of increasing and improving this capital 
of God- Youthfulness he invests a portion 
of it in a number of companies so that 
they may do business on his behalf, he 
directing them from within, with the 
aid of a projected “ 1 ”. The mind 
is one such company. The feelings and 
emotions, or desires, are another such 
company. The physical body is a third 
company. And there are others, most of 
them hardly as yet in process of utiliza- 
tion. It tzdees time, of course, to cause 
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all these companies to function smoothly 
and successfully ; and sometimes they 
are so badly constructed — the soul is 
still so young, or his debts may be 
so heavy — that it takes a long time 
for them to operate at last with any 
degree of success. i>crhaps not at all in 
an individual incarnation. 

In any caisc, after a time death winds 
them up, as we often perceive with 
our very eyes, at all events in the 
case of the physical body company. 
The other companies arc generally 
wound up a little later on in the 
inner worlds. And the *• J " returns 
home to the soul he reflects. But 
their Managing Director remains to 
form new companies when the time 
comes. 

Now each of these dependent or 
subsidiary companies — the soul cannot 
help being a company promoter — 
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What is the nature of the wealth 
sought by the company of the physi- 
cal body ? 

In the first place we must realize 
that the physical body occupies a posi- 
tion of no little strategic importance, for, 
being the outermost body, the last 
station before the outer world is reach- 
ed, upon its stability and credit and 
reputation the power of the other com- 
panies to reach this outer world, wherein 
so much capita] is to be had for the 
seeking, largely though not entirely 
depends. The feelings, the emotions 
and the mind are tremendously handi- 
capped when the physical body is out 
of order. Thus may the physical body 
be not inappropriately regarded as a 
keypoint of the activities of the soul on 
the frontiers of Life’s Becoming. The 
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first duty of parents and of the educa- 
tional system is, therefore, to ensure the 
best available health. Every other part 
of education matters /ess than physical 
health. This must be the dominant 
care in the cuniculum — good health, its 
nature and how to keep it. 

Now the physical body is, of course, 
a mirror of the soul, and has perforce 
to be financed, built, fashioned, out of 
the capital at the soul’s disposal. The 
very appearance of the physical bodyr 
and still more all its capacities, potential- 
ities and vicissitudes, indicate the kind 
of capital available and the nature of 
the liabilities to be discharged. There 
is nothing about the physical body, in 
any tissue or other constituent element, 
which is not a projection of the soul 
down on to the physical plane in terms 
of physical plane matter. So, when we 
look upon the physical body, we are 
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gazing upon a soul in a partial mode of 
his manifestation. We are gazing upon 
all that hais happened so far as to that 
soul's adventure from his earliest journey - 
ings forth, as to the progress so far 

made by a God in his Becoming, at 
edl events as, in a particular incar- 

nation, is convenient to express ; with 
just this very proviso, for the soul never 
invests the whole of himself in any one 
body — physical, emotional or mental. 

He invests just that part of himself 
which is needful to accomplish the 

particular stage of the journey which an 
individual dipping down or incarnation 
represents, for the purptise of gaining 
wealth for the soul to which these 
bodies belong. 

The soul keeps much of himself in 
reserve. He cannot jxissibly deal with 
the whole of himself in any individual 
incarnation. So, envisaging a series of 
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incarnations, with the directing guidance 
of the Lords of Adjustment who 
concern Themselves with ensuring as 
far as may be a full sixty seconds 
worth of Youthfulness and of Becoming 
for every minute travelled, the soul 

distributes himself and his capital over a 
number of incarnations, investing in certain 
directions on one occasion of rebirth and 
in other directions on other occasions, 
adding the proceeds to his own capital 
as the returns from investments 
materialize. In the same way, the soul 

distributes his liabilities, lest too hca\'y 
a load of these be carried in the 
course of one individual life’s banking 
account. All this may sound very 
complicated, but in fact it is both 

scientific, economical, and reasonable ; 
as any one can see if he will take 
the trouble to work it out. The soul 

distributes his assets and his liaUlities 
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over such pericxi of time as shaU 
enable the one to be invested most 
profitably and the other to be dis- 
charged with least strain and incon- 
venience. 

However, here is a physical body, a 
vehicle fashioned and sent down from 
the central authority — the soul — to pay 
debts and to lay out capital in wise 
investment, so that the wealth that is 
power may be gathered. 

As for the debts, so far as regards 
the physical body they consist as to 
their payments in illnesses, in so-called 
hereditary weaknesses or diseases — there 
is in fact nothing hereditary but that we 
make it so, in disabilities of all kinds 
on the physical plane. Obviously, all 
these debts have originated elsewhere. 
The physical body does not initiate. 
It executes. It carries out. It is, in 
every detail of its functioning, an 
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•outward and visible sign of inward 
-smotionaJ and mental grace or disgrace. 
It is an instrument in the hands of 
the feelings, the emotions and the 
mind. But these can be wise with it, 
gentle with it, or rough with it, 
tyrannous in their abuse of it. And as 
these wielders of the physical instru- 
ment themselves live and move and 
have their being, so does the physical 
body react in intensest sensitiveness. 
The only way to remove debts out of 
the way quickly and finally is constant- 
ly to make to them as perfect an 
adjustment as possible, to pay them 
happily, uncomplainingly, fully. And 
this largely means as far as possible 
avoiding entering into new liabilities in 
order to pay the old ones. 1 am 
afraid we often do this, sometimes 
ignorantly, but nonetheless with the 
result of shifting a debt from one place 
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to another, possibly making the debt 
load heavier than ever. This is n# 

place to enter upon a detailed examin- 
ation of debts and ways of paying 
them. It must suffice to say that our 
attitude to them must be one of 

strength and cheerfulness, with no 
suggestion of resentment or injustice, 
since we ourselves have made our own 
indebtedness : and that our mode of 

payment must never involve any 
stealing from others, even from those 
who have no power to complain if we 
do steal from them. We must endure 
as bravely as we can, and pay as 
fuUy as we ought. The understanding 
of kind friends round about us will 

immensely help. 

But let me say once more that all 
disabilities, all handicaps, are indeed 
blessings, even though in disguise. 
There is Youthfulness, there is Godliness, 
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to be drawn from every one of 
them, often more than from blessings 
which are less disguised but which 
are not infrequently less potent to give 
strength and purpose. 

The wealth the physical body needs 
is above all cbe F^oisc, be there 
health or ill-health ; Poise in movement. 
Poise in repose — a steady, scintillating, 
controlled rhythm, ceaselessly forthgoing, 
whether in movement or in rest, but 
never, save in grave emergencies, in 
full expression. Always should there be, 
as Rudyard Kipling has described in 
his splendid poem “ Nurses ”, three- 
fifths of the available energy in reserve, 
except, of course, at critical moments. 
This Poise must be fragrant with the 
sense of Peace and ordered I’urpose, 
so that these shine, as it were visibly, 
upon aU. And thus is maintained a spirit 
of Right Relationship, both among the 
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constituent elements of the physica! 
body itself, and as between the 
phydcal body and its suiroundings. 
The physical body must fit into its 
milieu in growing perfection. 

The senses of the physical body 
may, for our present purposes, be 
regarded as five in number, perhaps 
in truth there are seven, and through 
each should flow to the soul the 
wealth of Godly Youthfulness, while 
from each should flow activity for the 
ennobling of the form itself and few 
the happiness of that setting, those 
surroundings, in which the physical 
body lives and moves and has its being. 

The sense of Taste should purvey 
happiness in Simplicity. 

The sense of Smell should purvey 
happiness in Delicacy and Refinement. 

The sense of Sight should purvey 
happiness in Grace, in Beauty, in 
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Order, in Form and Movement, in 
Colour. 

The sense of Hearing should purvey 
happiness in Rhythm, in Harmony, in 
splendid and uplifting Sound — whe- 
ther of words, or of music, or of 
nature busy everywhere about her 
growing. 

The sense of Touch should purvey 
happiness in the intimate glories of 
Form as shape and texture, and in 
the deep and subde refinements of 
Contact. 

And all the senses together, thus 
tuned to harmonious vibration with the 
Real, should combine as may be 
expedient to cause the physical body 
more closely to approach perfection of 
physical living, through creative doing 
and pure repose, under the inspiration 
of feehngs, emotions and mind, and 
indeed of the higher vehicles too. 
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TbetM! five senses thus demand 
expression, 1 think, in the following 
qualities. 

First, in Naturalness. The word is 
chimsy, but no other occurs to me. 
The phyacal body must needs be dila- 
tory and ineffective in its service of the 
soul save as it scrupulously avoids all 
artificialities and complexities of whatever 
nature. TTie more the physical body 
is able to depend directly on its Mother 
Elarth, the healthier will it be and the 
better service will it render to its soul. 
This naturalness, intimate comradeship 
with nature, means, of course, simplicity. 
Simplicity of food. Simplicity of sleep. 
Simplicity of leisure. Simplicity of habits. 
Simplicity everywhere. And SimpHdty 
means that which is right because it » 
natural. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to enter into 
details as regards that which is right in 
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all these. But Order, Law and Purpose 
must characterize physical living, or the 
physical body cannot be well. Unfortu- 
nately, there is much ignorance as to 
the nature of simple food. It ought not 
to be necessary, in our supposed state 
of civiliaurtion, to insist that food should 
be as natural as possible, as refined as 
possible, as non-stimulating as possible, 
and therefore entirely non-flesh, non-fowl 
and non-fish. Nor ought it to be neces- 
sary to insist that alcohol should only 
be given as a medicine. But the super- 
stition still prevails that meat is neces- 
sary to health, and that alcohol in 
moderation is innocuous, and this ignor- 
ance works havoc among the young in 
all their vehicles, stimulating those 
crudities and extravagancies which lead 
directly to ugliness and to its resultant 
deformities, such as cruelty, hatred, war 
and the rest. 
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Second, in Alertness. There should 
be an aura of alertness, wakefulness, 
streaming forth from the physical body, 
so that it conveys a sense of compe- 
tence, of being equal to such reasonable 
demands ets may be made upon it, 
and that it is duly concentrated on its 
mission of living in poiseful energy, 
without tension, always purposefully re- 
laxed. 

Third, in Agility, or Lithesomeness. 
The physical body is partly composed 
of the heaviest pauticles of Life in these 
outer worlds, and we should be con- 
stantly on the watch to defeat inertia, 
lethargy and all other qualities of staticism. 

Fourth, in Endurance. Endurance is 
one of the most important of qualities 
for the physical body, as indeed it is for 
all other bodies no less. The physical 
body must be able to stand strain, not, 
of course, all the time, but often. 
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as occ^siioii flemiiriiJs. The physical 
body must be equal to the needs of 
times of storm and stress, and this 
should be borne in mind in the helping 
of the body to prove fully capable of 
fulfilling the expectations of the soul. 

Clearly, ill-health must needs diminish 
each one of these expressions. But 
even in ill-health it should be manifest 
that the body is willing, though circum- 
stances may be adverse and thwarting. 

Fifth, in Purity. This expression of 
the physical body is the most important 
of all. Without purity, the body can do 
but little. But with purity all inhibitions 
must sooner or later cease. 1 began 
with Naturalness and its complement 
Simplicity. To these 1 add Purity, and 
the trinity of expression is complete, all 
really being different names for the 
same thing. Purity depends, of course, 
in no small measure on right food. 
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right sleep, right exercise, right habits, 
right leisure, right doing. 

Only as we build the physical body 
with pure material will it become pure. 
As we build into it impurities, it must 
needs show them forth. And only as 
the physical body is itself a pure 
channel is it possible for pure feelings, 
pure desires, pure emotions, and pure 
thoughts to issue forth from it in purity. 

It is of the utmost importance to 
remember that intemperate living, whether 
in the physical body, or in the body 
of desires, or in the body of the 
mind, sows seeds of great dangers 
in after life. When the various 
vehicles become less virile, less cap- 
able of standing the strain of their 
wearer’s ignorance, they may quickly 
give way to an intemperance which 
fix long has seemed to cause no 
ill effects. How often we find people 
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declaring that they can eat anything, 
or that they can turn night into day, 
or subject their vehicles to almost any 
strain. Yet either in later years they 
will find themselves weighed intolerably 
down by incapacity and ill-health, or 
even if their vehicles survive mismanage- 
ment there will certainly be something 
they will be unable to do or to under- 
stand which otherwise might have been 
within their reach. 

Just as in due course we shall per- 
ceive a distinction to be made between 
the higher feeling and emotion body 
and a lower counterpart, and between 
the higher and the lower aspects of. 
the body of the mind, so in the case 
of the physical body there are lower 
and higher aspects. The lower aspect 
is just the physical body as we know 
it in its ordinary functioning. But it has 
its higher reaches, since it is composed 
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not only of solids, but also of liquids 
and gaseous material, and of more 
rarified materi2d still. 

Recognizing the fact that there is a 
perfect continuity, without any break 
whatsoever, between all the various 
vehicles which form the soul's projection 
down through the planes of nature, we 
shall begin to realize that the more 
rarified parts of the physical body com- 
pose the bridge between the less rarified 
parts, as we know them in the body 
susceptible to physical touch, and the 
still more rarified paurts as we know 
them in the body of Desire and in 
.subtler bodies still. Thus there is that 
part of the physical body which makes 
its contact with earth, and the other, 
higher, part which makes its contact 
with the body of Desire, and largely 
through that body with all the others, 
though it also happens to have direct 
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connection with very subtle rarifications 
of hi^er vehicles, upon which it is 
unnecessary to dwell in this volume. 

It should also be repeated that in aU 
probability the senses of the physical 
body, and therefore their expressions, 
arc seven rather than five, but of the 
remaining two nothing seems to be 
known. 

The physical body has a life of its 
own, even apart from its relation to 
the other vehicles of the soul, and to 
the soul itself. ft must live its own 
life finely, though always to the high 
purposes of him who is its king. 
Hence, the occupation of the physical 
body should alternate between creative 
rest and creative movement, so that in 
all possible ways it may be well fitted 
for the work it has to do. 

Of the highest importance is Right 
Movement, so that every movement of 
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the body is graceful, purposeful, and 
often actually creative, as when the 
hands are used to ** make things 
The stimulation of Right Character is 
more through Right Movement than 
through any number of precepts or 
admonitions or restraints or accumula- 
tions of so-called facts. For the most 
part these have but negative value, 
while Right Movement, especially 
through the arts — drawing, painting, 
singing, playing music, constructing 
objects, and so forth, is the shortest 
way both to the building of character 
amd to the right utilization of that 
physical energy which is often so 
abundant among those whose vehicles 
have so far seen little service, and are 
therefore fresh and undirected. The 
Hand can educate both Heart and 
Head, aa Heart and Head must 
educate the Hand. Unruliness and other 
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weaknMses are often adjuatable througii 
a iA)«cal “ doing ** which acts in reflex 
correctivencsa upon desire and mind. 
In these days we are extravagantly 
wasteful in the amount of time we 
spend upon the education of the mind, 
and iniquitously parsimonious in tlie 
amount of time we SF>end upon the 
education of the feelings and the emo- 
tions, and of the body, though as 
regards the latter there is some slight 
improvement. But of this more later on. 

The physical body precipitated in 
any particular incarnation is a God at 
work in his Becoming on the physi- 
cal plane, and represents a stage in 
the moulding of an Image of God, 
which is to say an Image of the soul's 
Eternity. Elach Image has its own 
uniqueness, is different from all <^er 
images. And each is the work of the 
Master-sculptor, the soul, at a particular 
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stage of its fashioning. We must bear 
tins fact carefully in mind, or we shall 
work clumsily and without perception 
of the Model which the soul has be- 
fore him, and which is his Highest Self, 
1 have said that the physical body 
has a life of its own. Really, of 
course, it has two lives of its own — 
one its physical life as a purely 
physical entity, a little fleeting physical 
individuality. This life must, even for 
its own sake, be in subordination to 
that other life — to its membership of 
the larger life of the soul, and therefore 
part of that larger life’s machinery of 
growth. The physical entity must, there- 
fore, learn that it is a servant, and 
has the duty of instant obedience to 
the requirements of its lord. Never 
must the physical body be allowed to 
run £imuck in those ways which give 
it unrestricted physical satisfaction — as- 
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in nowc'irmking beyond the Umite of 
order and dignity, as in gluttony, as in 
any movement of reckless abandonment ; 
though perhaps I ought to add that the 
fault may be shared and encouraged 
by the instigation of those vehicles of 
the emotions and the mind which them- 
selves are liable to suffer from the same 
disease. The physical body entity as 
such is only concerned with a sense of 
its own life, and amy occupation which 
seems to emphasize its own separate 
living — and the greater the extravagance 
of physical living the greater the 
satisfied sense of physical living — is 
eagerly pursued in entire disregard of 
the rights and needs of the community 
of vehicles to which the physical body 
belongs, and of the fact that each 
vehicle exists for service and not for 
anarchical self-satisfaction. It is Individ- 
ualism run riot. 
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Often, let it be realized, U is the 
purely physical vehicle which is out of 
hand when we see a reckless and 
disordered exuberance of physical being. 
High spirits are indeed to be encourag- 
ed, but not spirits in a state 
anarchy. To smile on these is unjutf 
and unfair to the soul struggling to 
restrain a team of horses often in 
danger of running wild ; more often, 
perhaps, than they are in danger of 
sleeping lifelessly. 

So is the physical body busy about 
gathering a physical fortune for the 
soul — the nature of which 1 have 
Ixiefly indicated. A God is growing 
to his divinity, and a heaven is being 
buih, in terms of physical plane 
matter. 
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We now come to the functions of an- 
other company, the company of Desires, 
or of the Feelings and Emotions, a 
company which uses these desires, feel- 
ings and emotions for its Heaven- 
making, Youth-seeking and God-becom- 
ing, for the amassing of the wealth 
it is sent out into the world to 
acquire. Contact with this outer world 
takes place partly through sensations 
or awarenesses, and these may either 
remain as such, with no reaction save 
indifference or plain registration, or 
they may positively affect the body 
upon which they impinge. They may 
cause feelings, which indicate that a 
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relative amount of pleasure or pain 
emerges from the contact, or emotions, 
which indicate that the pleasure or pain 
is strong and probably mind-infused. 
Into these desires, which we call feel- 
ings or emotions according to their 
intensity, mental characteristics usually 
enter, especially in the case of the 
emotions. In general, feelings and emo- 
tions have some kind of mental qual- 
ity, and in any case, save under 
exceptional circumstances, they register a 
condition of consciousness which itself 
is the result of experiences dating 
infinitely far back. Pleasure depends 
upon experience, and pain no less, 
and both constitute, in their deeper 
nature, means of discriminating between 
that which is helpful to growth and 
that which is inimical. Both Pleasure 
and Pain are messengers of the Love 
of God. Elach brings a message. The 
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messenger who is Pleasure says to us : 
Share it. The messenger who is Pain 
says to us : Bear it. 

Unfortunately, the pampered ignorance 
of man has distorted the purity both 
of pleasure and of pain, so that we 
deem we have pleasure in many ap- 
parent satisfactions which are in fact 
hindrances to our growth, just as we 
often turn away in fancied pain from 
much which would in fact aid us on 
our way, could we face it understand- 
ingly. Like all other faculties of con- 
sciousness, the sense of pleasure and 
the sense of pain need direction. We 
must educate right pleasure and learn 
the value of right pain. The sense of 
pleasure should be, but often is not, an 
indication of right desire. The sense of 
pain should be an indication either of 
desires which work against V'outhfulness 
and Godliness, or a warning that there 
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is something wrong with the body politic 
— due primarily, perhaps, to unwisdom 
in remoter regions of consciousness, but 
now manifesting at the circumference. 
But in these days, as I have said, we 
must be constantly challenging our 
pleasures as to their real and lasting 
value, and our pains both as to their 
origins and purpose and also as to their 
right alleviation. 

Both Pleasure and Pain are designed 
to draw us very close in understanding 
to our brethren in all kingdoms of 
nature. Through Pleasure we should 
spread happiness. Through experience of 
Paun we should gain deep and streng- 
thening understanding of all who know 
frustration. 

We are here entering more complex 
regions whence influence potent for good 
or ill issues strongly forth. If the physi- 
cal body be our supreme care, the care 
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of the body of Desire, is easily second 
in its demand upon our attention. A 
wise educational system must first provide 
for the training of the physical body, 

giving to it all the necessary time and 
expert attention. But I have no doubt 
whatever that its next care is to give 
no less time and no less expert atten- 
tion to the training of the feelings and 
of the emotions. The physical body 
and the body of feelings and emotions, 

or we may call them channels or 

vehicles, are worked far harder through- 
out the lives of us all than the body 

of the mind. There are many who 
use their minds very actively, and there 
are still more whose minds function 
more or less regularly in their various 
avocations. But even in the case of the 
individual who is most dominated by 
his mind, his feelings and his emotions 
are almost certain to be very decisive 
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influences in his life. Feelings and emo- 
tions, far more than the mind, rule 
individuals, rule relationships, rule opinions 
and beliefs, rule friendships and anti- 
pathies, rule nations and faiths, rule 
finance and diplomacy, rule all the 
arts, in fact rule the whole world. 
Strangely enough, however, modem edu- 
cation seems to have forgotten them. 
Where is their appointed place in the 
unfoldment of youth, in the Becomings 
of Gods ? How many sciences there 
are to fill the curriculum, but where is 
there a place for the Science of the 
Elmotions and Feelings, for the Science 
of Desire ? I am sure this science 
is of no less importance than the 
science of mathematics, or of economics, 
or of physics, or of chemistry, or of 
astronomy, or than any other science. 
Without in any way detracting from 
the value of the latter, I insist that any 
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educationaJ system which does not from 
the very beginning make due provision 
for the education of the feelings and 
the emotions. the desires, is most 
dangerously defective. And although it 
is sometimes said that the period be- 
tween fourteen and twenty -one years of 
age is to no small extent mental in its 
nature. the emotional pcritxl being 
between seven and fourteen, I am 
clear that throughout educational hfe, 
indeed throughout life — for when is life 
not educational, feelings and emotions, 
desires, matter far more than do 
thoughts, though thoughts often deter- 
mine desires, as vice versa. 

I would refer any reader who desires 
to appreciate the importance of desires 
to Dr. Bhagavan Das ’ splendid work 
entitled The Science of the Emotions, 
a book of great value to parents and 
teachers. 
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DeaJing with this great science within 
the small compeiss o( this book I can 
only offer generalizations. Generally, the 
whole of the body of Desire may be 
divided into higher and lower regions, 
as the physical body was similarly 
divided. In its higher nature. Desires 
are always aspirations, whether or not 
they happen to belong to the Rever- 
ence group. Love aspires. Goodwill 
aspires. Compassion aspires. They aspire 
to serve, to share, to become one with 
the objective of desiring. 

In their lower nature. Desires tend to 
be cravings. So indeed they are in all 
the selfish modes of Love, of Reverence, 
of Goodwill, of Compassion. Cravings 
seek to acquire. Aspirations seek to 
become. Cravings contract. Aspirations 
arc forthgoing. Ideals dwell in higher 
desires, and in the spirit of sex as 
sacrament, and in selfless love. In the 
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lower desires are those cravings which 
so often distort the true functioning of 
the senses of the physical body and 
their expression, and, as regards the 
spirit of sex, degrade it shamefully into 
unrelieved physical passion. 1 do not 
say ” bestial " passion, for the passion 
of beasts is lawful and natural and 
beautiful. Only when the human king- 
dom is reached is there descent into 
sex’s lowest forms, for only there can 
there be conscious ascent into its glories. 

Desires have been classified into the 
ultimates of Love and Hate, the former 
being of Heaven, Youth or God, creative, 
while the latter are of Heaven, Y'outh or 
God, destructive. The former are creative 
of real pleasure, while the latter in- 
evitably produce the teacher pain, and 
all the hard lessons of decay that pain 
involves. Love is wealth. Hate is 
bankruptcy. Y'et while Love is indeed 
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the fulfilling of Life, we must not 
forget that Hate has its due place in 
the evolutionary process, even though 
only during the very early stages of 
growth in the human kingdom. In the 
sub-human kingdonas there is no hatred, 
or only very rarely, for hatred involve* 
some measure of mentality ; though 
1 am inclined to believe that human 
cruelty towards animals often causes- 
hatied to appear before its time, 
2 ind forces the victims of cruelty 
to enter the human kingdom under 
the intensification of their natures in 
terms of hatred rather than in terms 
of love, thus establishing a terrible 
exception to the rule that emergence 
from a lower kingdom into a higher is 
only for those who wear the crown of 
triumphant achievement in the lower. 

As for human beings, they must 
needs, in the earlier stages of human 
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unfoldment, be repelled, even in terms 
of hate, by that which they are not 
yet strong enough to look peacefully 
and understandingly in the face. 

Tlie I^ve which is Wisdom, attractive- 
and preservative, is the essence of the 
body of Desires, constitutes the three 
great senses of this body, as we have 
seen the physical body to have at 
least its five. There is little doubt that 
this body of Desires also has seven 
senses as has the physical body ; but 
these are not yet clear to us, and we 
may in any case be content with the 
three which probably count for most. 

The sense of Reverence purveys to 
the soul, in its lower forms, the spirit 
of selfish self-seeking, hardly reverence 
at all, so much is it vitiated by the 
element of fearsome propitiation and the 
desire to invest reverence in return for 
expected protection. But in its higher 
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forms, this sense purveys pure altruism 
— ecstacy, aspiration, exaltation, gratitude, 
service in its most beautiful and sacri- 
ficial aspects. Poise, the antithesis of 
extravagance, is always the charac- 
teristic of Reverence in its nobler 
aspects. 

The sense of Goodwill has also its 
lower and higher aspects. In the 
former, there exists that quality of quid 
pro quo which we notice in the lower 
stages of Reverence. Goodwill, or, as 
we may term it, understanding, often 
begins by being personal and in a way 
selfish. But in its higher manifestation 
it is f)ositively sympathetic and self- 
sacrificing, purveying to the soul the 
spirit of appreciativeness, helpfulness, 
peace, harmony. Just as Reverence, 
so far as most of us are concerned, 
is towards our recognized elders, so is 
Goodwill towards our recognized equals. 
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and so is Compassion to those younger 
than ourselves. But it should be under- 
stood that the time will someday come 
when the sense of Reverence shall so 
have purveyed wealth to the soul that 
there comes info being reverence for all 
things, for all Ufe — real reverence as to- 
wards limitless manifestations, in however 
restricted forms, of Eternal \’outh, of the 
Gods who are in ail things. Goodwill is 
thus in reality but a mode of Reverence, 
as is Compassion also. The sense of 
Compassion has its lower and its higher 
aspects. In its lower aspects it has but 
litUc reality, for it exists more to avoid 
the personal discomfort of a vision of 
unhappiness and misery than any 
Ijositive forthgoing of understanding and 
helpfulness. We ofteh give to beggars, 
or otherwise alleviate distress, more for 
our own personaJ self-satisfaction than 
to be of real service. 
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But in its higher aspects it ascenris 
from general kindness, through tender- 
ness in protection and guidance, to the 
noble heights of passionate sympathy, 
one of the most splendid qualities erf 
the soul which this body of Desires 
can purvey. Only when our sympathy 
has become passionate, first even in 
the anathematization of a God who 
can suffer such woe, and later, when 
wisdom is achieved, in overwhclmirrg 
and ceaseless determination to dedication 
in the cause of sorrow everywhere, 
are we making rapid progress on the 
roadway which leads to Youth, 
on which Gods travel in their Be- 
coming. 

TThe Lord Buddha, Flower of earth’s 
humanity, exemplified this nobility in its 
most sublime form, thus reaching His 
supreme Illumination and giving to the 
world His mighty Teaching on the 
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Causes of Sorrow and the Way there- 
from to Happiness. 

The Hatred which is Ignorance, re- 
pelling and destructive, has its three 
modes of manifestation in Fear, in 
Anger and in Scorn. Fear is probably 
the essence of hatred, and anger and 
scorn are twisted modes of the attempt 
at self-preservation to which ends fear 
and hatred exist in the earlier stages 
of human evolution. Hatred draws 
hatred round about it, and the Youth- 
seeker who accumulates hatred brings 
bankruptcy to the soul as well as to 
itself, for instead of wealth it collects 
debts. L-ove draws love round about it, 
dissipating hatred, and the 'l outh -seeker 
who accumulates love brings riches to 
the soul as well as to itself, for it 
increases wealth while decreasing debts. 

Where any form of Hatred is 
expressed, decay is introduced and 
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ignorance is maintained in tyranny. 
Where any form of Love is expressed, 
the soul is hastened on its way to 
Youthfulness, and wisdom moves on- 
wards to its kingship. Hatred and its 
embodiments are, as I have said, in- 
evitable and possibly necessary con- 
comitants of Ignorance. All feelings and 
emotions, all desires, awaken — those of 
Hatred to repel, those of Love to- 
unite. And only as Understanding grows 
does Hatred diminish. 

It is impossible to overstate the case 
against anger, so prevalent among the 
unevolved, among the temi>eramental, 
aunong those whose vehicles, through 
lack of control, remain in a condition 
of unstable equilibrium, i think it was 
Horace who said that anger is tempo- 
rary madness, and so indeed it is ; 
hatred being madness of longer duration. 
Hatred and anger are indeed diseases,. 
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and it is much to be regretted that 
there are no facilities for the isolation 
of the patient while the fit of madness 
is on. They are madness because the 
soul has lost control of his vehicles, and 
they are running amuck. Anger is 
devastating alike to individual thus 
enslaved and to him up<)n whom the 
loathsome emanations are poured. 
Anger breeds every emotion leading to 
hatred, stultifies growth, and if persisted 
in, especially towards children where its 
expression is a crime almost beyond 
forgiveness, may tear the vehicles away 
from their soul because impregnated with 
filth he cannot endure. How often, as 
a result of ill-treatment, the vehicles of 
a soul are ruined for the whole of a 
particular incarnation — a terrible debt 
for the soul whose vehicles became 
involved in revolt against Love, and 
spread abroad the dark message of hate. 
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Directed towards the young in body, 
anger breeds fear, when in fact cour- 
age, as we shall see later on, is the 
supreme objective of education. Where 
fear is there growth ceases, and the 
phrase “ wholesome fear " has worked 
infinite harm. The evil of corporal punish- 
ment is still with us, and is actually justified 
by many so-called teachers. AH these 
are seeds of war and of all war’s horrors. 
Anger is hatred, senility and decay, while 
Understanding and Poise are Youth. 

It may not be generally realized, 
though it is a fact known to scientists, 
that anger definitely produces poison, 
even down into the physical body itself. 
All desires, feelings and emotions which 
tend in the direction of hatred, are 
poison, and sooner or later have ail 
the effects of poison. 

The work of education is to help 
to send to sleep in the sub-conscious all 
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destructive and repelling desires, not by 
fighting them, for fighting will make them 
more wakeful, though sometimes, on 
rare occasions, even fighting may be- 
come inevitable, but by doing all 

possible to intensify Wisdom and 
Understanding, so that, for want of 
attention and for want of room, for 
want of the need of them. Hatred, 
Fear, Anger, Scom, having had their 

rightful day, may cease to be awake, 
and cannot be aroused. And even 
when they are thus asleep, still need 

we not regret that they existed, for 
through our own individual experience 
of them we shall draw close in crea- 
tive understanding to those who are 
still required to be within their ugly toils. 

Starvation is the mode of release 
from tyrannies such as these, the 

starvation of inattention. When we 
attend to anything we stimulate its 
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own life. When our attention is with- 
drawn, it tends to die away. The Sun 
attends to us, and we live. Let for 

a single instant His attention be with- 
drawn, and we must cease to be. For 

when He withdraws His Life, we are 

in fact withdrawing ours ; as when He 
gives His Life we are strengthening 

ours. Attention is life. Inattention is 
death. 

We might, of course, enlarge our 
three senses into five if we reflect the 
ladder of their manifestation. Reverence, 
Respect, Goodwill, Tenderness, Com- 
pekssion, are certainly five senses of 
the body of Desire. But we might no 
less accurately reduce even the three 
senses to one — Reverence, for where 
there is true Reverence all other quali- 
ties of all vehicles of the soul, and 
the very nature of the soul himself, are 
to be seen active and magnificent. Or 
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i might use the word Love* re- 
membering the magnificent description 
of Love set forth in f . Corinthians. 
Xni, on which Henry Drummond, in 
his ** The Greatest Thing in the 
World has added a delightful com- 


mentary : 

Patience 

Kindness 

Generosity 

Humility 

Courtesy 

UnselfisKness .. 
Good Temper, .. 
Guilelessness 
Sincerity 


Love suffereth long/ 
And is kind/* 

Love cnvieth not* 

vauntcUi not it- 
self. is not puffed up.^ 
Does not Ixrhavc itself 
unseemly. 

Seekcth not her own.** 
Is not eastly provoked/* 
“ Diinketh no evil/’ 
Rejoiceth not in ini- 
ouity. but rejoiceth in 
the truth.** 


Such, saj's Henry Drummond, are the 
nine ingredients of the Spectrum of 
Love. 

Like the physical body, the body of 
the feelings and emotions is composed of 
the soul in a mode of his manifestation. 
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It is a projection of the soul down on to 
the plane of feelings, emotions, desires. 
When we look upon the feeling and 
emotion content of a youth, of a God 
in the Becoming, one who is young in 
yeeurs though not necessarily young in 
soul, we are gazing upon all that has 
happened so far in the soul's emo- 
tional or desire adventurings ; with the 
same proviso as in the case of the 
physical body, that the soul never 
invests the whole of himself in any 
one body belonging to one particular 
incarnation. 1 refer the reader, there- 
fore, to what 1 wrote in this respect 
about the physical body. 

We thus see a desire body, at all 
events in the later years of youth, 
with a number of feelings and emo- 
tions aJready in stock, such stock 
being in the nature of aissets and 
of liabilities. Where we see virtues 
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and weaknesses we see stabilized 
modes of feeling and emotion, modes 
which have become habits. Those on 
the hatred side, even though they 
may not yet amount to hatred, are 
debts which must be discharged as 
quickly as possible. Tbose on the love 
side, even though they may not yet 
amount to love’s highest forms, are 
assets which must be increiiscd. All 
feelings and emotions which tend to 
separative ness must be starved in the 
seed, and nipped in the bud ; while 
all which tend to solidarity must be 
encouraged to flower. 

Feelings and emotions, as has already 
been pointed out, are largely linked w'ith 
the mind, for the hatred type generally 
indicate fear that is born of ignorance, 
while the love type generally indicate a 
forthgoing understanding that is bom of 
knowledge and even possibly of wisdom. 
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In the early stages of human develop- 
ment the spirit of repulsion dominates 
over the spirit of attraction, and even 
in later stages where there is narrow- 
ness, prejudice and self-satisfaction, 
hatred is often the weapon used to 
repel certain undesired and, one must 
admit, possibly undesirable, contacts — 
such hatred being, of course, an ex- 
pression of fear. But one of the great 
Laws of Nature is the Law of 

Diminishing Repulsion, so that in the 
higher stages of human growth hatred 
heis ceased, defeated by the advancing 
tide of love, or, shall 1 say, melted in 
the fire of love ? But even in the case 
of those young vehicles which seem to 
be most controlled, we must be careful 
lest the inevitable absence of their 
effective discipline by the soul may 
cause them to take the bit be- 
tween their teeth and for a while to 
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gallop furiously back into regions, the 
experiences of which the soul should 
have buried in the depths of his 
nature. Sometimes vehicles become 
unruly and unmanageable horses — the 
vehicle of feelings and emotions no 
IcTO than the vehicle of the physical 

body. And once unruliness starts it is 

often difficult to know where it is 

going to end. 

The bodies of the emotions and of 
the mind, and of the physical body, are 
so closely inter-related that the activities 
of any one tend to become translated 
into the terms of the other two. It is 

nothing short of the truth to say that 
the diseases of the physical body are 
always repercussions from diseases of 
the emotions or of the mind. Every 
physical ailment of whatever nature 
began somewhere else, began perhaps 
in the mind, or in the feelings 
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and emotions. We do not yet know 
the science o/ these particular re- 

actions, or we should be far more 
effective in treatment, for we should 
attack a disease at its source as well 
as at its circumference. But when we 
see a physical disease we may at 
least realize that there has been, and 
possibly there is, something wrong 
emotionally and even mentally, some 
inhibition, some weakness, some ignor- 
ance, which has at last found its way 
to the physical surface. And while we 
shall be unable to trace the disease 
inwards, we shall at least perceive the 
necessity lor the purification of feelings 
and emotions and mind, as well as of 
the physical body, on which we nor- 
mally concentrate all our attention. Debts 
by no means always stay in the place 
in which they have been incuned. Their 
payment often in part devolves upon 
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vekicleB which may not at alJ have 
incurred them directly. But just as aJJ 
wealth is shared, so also, where desir- 
able, all debts are shared, too. 

I have already stated that the three 
senses of the feelings and emotions — 
Reverence, Goodwill, Compassion — cause 
their respective qualities of wealth to 
magnify the soul. But the soul is 
magnified in their expression no less 
than in their offering. 

There are, 1 think, at least five w^ays 
in which such expression can find useful 
form. 

First, in Service. i am convinced 
that the spirit of service is the greatest 
quickener of right feeling and right 
emotion, and also of right-mindedness 
and right physical activity. Therefore 
I do not hesitate to say that the 
spirit of service, and the happiness 
to be found therein, is the fir^ 
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amd primary objectivx of aU educa- 
tion, the first power to be evoked. 
One of the noblest signs of Youth- 
fuiness, of a God steadily Becoming, 
is the spirit of sharing ; and we show 
our rapidly increasing Youth by our 
ever-increasing desire to share, until 
in giving all we discover that we 
achieve all. 

This desire to share is in reality but 
a reflection of the supreme truth of the 
unity of all Life. Unconsciously we 
share. Unconsciously we receive. Un- 
consciously we give. At-one-ment is the 
foundation of living. We have to learn 
to become self-conscious of this unity, 
expressing it in terms of ourselves and 
of all that we are, and therefore have. 
How glorious a purpose of education 
this mastery of the Science of Sharing ! 

The desire to help is thus in reality 
instinctive, for it is of the essence of 
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Life. But the prcxress of unfoldmcpt 
in differentiation has necessariiy involved 
a measure of exclusive concentration 
upon the individual self, with the 
result that the highly important self- 
ishness has not only become exag- 
gerated, but also twisted, distorted 
and ignoble. It has become petty, 
and has endured long after its value 
has substantially diminished. While we 
must all spend a not inconsiderable 
portion of our time on our selves, most 
of us have reached the stage when we 
should be able to perceive that for the 
most part we can more effectively ad* 
vance the interests of our own selves 
by spending time in helping other sel- 
ves. By so doing we are even more 
likely to advance the interests of our 
individual selves, though this should 
hardly be a conscious element in the 
desire to help. 
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The spirit of helpfulness, the spirit of 
the kindly, attentive and handy man 
about the place, have in /act the 
effect of causing the individual to 
be very definitely helpful to himself. 
It is said that in the service of 

the Great lies perfect Freedom. It 
is no less true to say that in the 
service of our brethren, wheresoever and 
whomsoever, lies our quickest way to 
happiness and peace ; for eagerness to 
help means an ardent desire to know 

better how to help. It has always 
been my experience that an individual 
who happens to be weak in some 

pauticular subject and wishes to become 
strong finds, in the helping of someone 
who knows even less than he himself 
about this very subject, the very incen- 
tive he needs in order that he may 
come to effective grips with the subject 
and master it. The desire to help 
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otJberB is thus the mml potent force 
whereby we help ourselves. 

At once wc perceive the place of 
Reverence, of Goodwill, of Compassion, 
in Service, in sharing. We serve through 
the sense of Reverence Those who are 
beyond us on the Way of Youth. 
We serve through the sense of Good- 
will those who are round about us. 
We serve through Compassion those who 
are following us on this eternal Way. 
And some day we shall come to know 
that all three senses are but reflections 
of the Sense of the Unity of Life, for 
when wc know of the Unity of Life 
we must needs reverence ail Life, have 
compassion for all Life, have gtxxlwill 
for all Life. 

There is not single individuality round 
about us, whether it be family, or 
friend, or school, or community, or 
faith, or nation, or Commonwealth, or 
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the Brotherhood of Life itself, that does 
not definitely depend for its wellbeing 
uF>on our sharing, just sis we depend 
no less on each of these for our own 
wellbeing. And insismuch as we share 
with one we share with all. We grow 
by sharing. We become happy by 
sharing. We become YOUNG by sharing. 
W'e become Gods by sharing. 

Second, in a very beautiful Aspira- 
tion, an aspiration to purer Youthfulness, 
to become a God. The ultimate aspira- 
tion, 1 think, is to achieve a perfect 
relationship between Life’s pair of com- 
plementary opposites — Being and Be- 
coming. It is the sispiration to enter 
into a condition of pure Being inter- 
penetrated by pure Becoming, so that 
Rest and Restlessness are the two poles 
of Growth between which the pendulum 
of our individuality swings in increasing 
arcs, in perfect rhythm, but never losing 
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the power and control of the centre 
even at the furthest limits of the 
circumference. 

i might have placed this quality first, 
for it is of very lofty power and 
purpose. But the spirit of sharing is of 
the essence both of Being and of 
Becoming, and is, p>crhaps, in its 
purifying and ennobling effect, the best 
of foundations on which shall be built 
the highly evolved aspiration to Be as 
is Life, and to Become as God be- 
comes. Such aspiration is to be intent 
on ascending into the very Heavens of 
pure Youth, in which Being and Be- 
coming dwell in supreme Order, in 
supreme Law, in supreme f^urpose and 
Design. Such aspiration very obviously 
lives in all real Reverence. We 
^ispire to become like so that we may 
be like. But no less do we aspire to 
travel with the Object of our reverence 
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as He treads His upward way. And 
even when our spirit of reverence be- 
comes universalized, there is, we are 
told, its wonderful manifestation in the 
great Resolve, so well known in con- 
nection with the Lord Buddha, to share 
with all, in ways incomprehensible to us, 
the Being and the Becoming of all Life. 

But this aspiration dwells no less in 
the Goodwill which is Understanding 
and in the Compassion which is Protec- 
tion. We aspire to fortify, to strengthen, 
even to transfigure. It is an u.spiration 
to the highest aspect of Harmlessness, 
which begins in respect for life, and 
ends in a Kingship which has won the 
loving allegiance of the denizens of 
every kingdom of nature, allegiance to 
one who has become a King because 
he has done to all others everywhere 
as it is meet that others should do 
unto him. 
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Alas that in these days harmlessness 
is so dishonoured in the breach and so 
little honoured in the ol»ervance, so 
subject to desecration, so contemptuously 
derided. 

Aspiration is Godliness on the way 
to Youth, and to more \'outh. 

Third, in Simplicity, for which, of 
course, another word is f^urity. To the 
extent to which the feelings and the 
emotions continually crave highly spiced 
and rich satisfactions they are gathering 
debts and not wealth. 't’outh is ever 
beautiful simplicity and radiant purity, 
so that in nature just as nature is, in 
reverence, in understanding, in com- 
passion. Youth finds its perfect expres- 
sion, and therefore satisfaction. 

In these days feelings and emo- 
tions arc vivisected, drugged, arti- 
ficially stimulated. trained to crave 
satisfactions of intensifying violence ; and 


115 



GODS IN THE BECOMING 

the rush and hurry of modern life, 

with all its disruptive restlessness and 
vulgar crudities — these are the result. 
Our normal food stirs passion rather 
than refinement and delicacy. Our 
normal leisure is too often spent in 
revelling at the exposure of sacred 
things to ribaldry, at their prostitution 
to the demands of sordid wealth, 

at the triumphs of disorder and vulgar 
violence over Order and Civilization. 
Even music is thus degraded, and art 
no less. Bereft of education, our feelings 
and emotions have been left to find 
their own way as best they could, 
and this way has led to their being 

handed over in slavery to any who 
would undertake in return both to 
satisfy their appetites and to be ready 
with food ever-increasing in potency 
as the appetites grow progressively 

jaded. 
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Our vehicles ol the feelings and the 
emotions, of desires, instead of purvey- 
ing to Youthfulness and Godlikeness, are 
holding these back by accumulating 
terrible debts which it may take many 
lives to discharge. And "^’outhfulness 
will have to wait until the soul, in 
feelings and emotions an undischarged 
bankrupt, has found ways and means 
of restoring his credit. Thank God for 
His Gift of Time, in whose Past and 
Present and Future we can achieve all 
things, including the full payment of all 
our debts and the perfect transmutation 
of all our ignorance. 

One can well understand the desire 
for experience, almost of any kind, to 
know what a number of experiences are 
like which for the time being arc out 
of reach. The spirit of adventure, of 
discovery, of demanding and therefore of 
running through a long and complex 
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gamut of satisfactions, is not only 
natural, but also valuable as an in- 
centive to dynamic energy. Wc must 
aJlow for this spirit, and help it on its 
inevitable way. It is entirely useless 
for anyone to say : “ I wish you 

would be guided by my experience.” 
We can only be guided by our own 
experiences, and we must go on ex- 
periencing them one after another until 
we have finished with them. But we 
might as well remember, as we have 
been learning life after life, that 
the apotheosis of all experience is 
simplicity ; and that we shall not 
become satisfied, finally satisfied, with 
any experience until we have at last 
reduced it, consummated it, to its terms 
of simplicity essence. And the sooner 
we begin to recognize this vital fact 
the sooner will come happinera, peace 
and rapid unfoldment to eternad Youth. 
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The more rapidly will Gcxls thua move 
on their appointed way. 

Furthermore, we might as well refrain 
from wasting time, however much of it 
may be available. It would be foolish 
to repeat an experience over and over 
again. Trying to understand ourselves 
as we are. to know where we are, 
more or less, on Life’s pathway, could 
we not make up our minds that the 
soul does not any more need certain 
experiences for which. possibly, the 
vehicle of the physical body, or of 
desire, has a craving > We must learn 

to distinguish between ourselves and 
our v^ehicle-instruments, which would 
often go a way other than our way. 

Be this as it may. only a simple 

life can really be a happy life. Only a 
simple life can really be a healthy life. 
Only a simple life can really be a help- 
ful life. Only a simple life can be a 
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finely strong, a finely creative, and a 
finely purposeful and wise life. It is the 
well-trained, but not the over-trained, 
athlete who edone feels aJivc to the 
utmost limits of his power of living. 
We must be athletes in physical body, 
athletes in feelings and emotions, ath- 
letes in mind, living as athletes do, 
subordinating and directing our means — 
simplicity of food, simplicity of feelings 
and emotions, simplicity of thought, 
simplicity of relationships — to the noble 
purpose of a true athlete, not to be 
better than his fellows, but just to do 
perfectly that which he sets out to do. 

Let us hope, for example, that some 
day, intent on simplicity, we shall be 
eager to live far more closely to 
nature, that towns and cities shall 
become far less attractive than the 
country-side, so that we may be thank- 
ful to derive from nature, and largely 
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from nature alone, the satisfactions of 
our simple needs as to every vehicle 
of the soul. Then indeed shall we be 
accelerating our travelling on the high- 
road of Godlike Youth. 

Fourth, in Self-Control. Youth in 
perfection is \ outh in perfect f^oise. 
Excess on the one hand and starv'ation 
on the other are the antitheses of 
Youthfulness. Balance is Youthfulness, 
but a balance which is power — the 
power that never permits the pendu- 
lum of Life to swing beyond the con- 
trol of its centre of Creative Rest. 
Just as torrential waters are controlled 
that they may produce light and pniwcr, 
so must every vehicle of the soul be 
controlled that each may give of its 
utmost in the service of the soul who 
sent it forth. 

Aimlessness is the antithesis of V'outh- 
fulness. Recklessness is the antithesis 
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of V’outhfulness. Licentiousness is the 
antithesis of Y’outWulness. These are 
often characteristic of vehicles that arc 
young in years, and they may be 
characteristic of those souls which are 
still far away from Youth. In young 
bodies such antitheses of Youth may 
find expression. But as the soul 
which is beginning to achieve real 
Youth gains firm ciscendancy over them, 
these crudities of ill-expression disappear, 
and from maturity onwards the horses 
of the sou! should be a splendid 
team, full of ardour in deliberate 
purpose. 

Fifth, in Creativeness. This heaven- 
seeking, this seeking of wealth, is 
nothing less than the activity of God 
the soul in his creative aspect. Life is 
essentieJly creative, in the spirit of the 
One become the many, in physical 
body, in feelings and emotions, in 
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desires, and in the mind. TTie soul 
creates from the substance of his 
own life, and from Life itself, the 
endless kingdoms of his eternity, the 
perfect fulness of his ’touth. And to 
serve the soul in his creativeness is each 
vehicle sent to create \ Outh in every 
world. 

There is naught more sacred, more 
vibrant with Life, than this spirit of 
creativeness, whether it be the provnsion 
of vehicles for other souls, or the bring- 
ing to birth of Truth in any one of 
its innumerable forms — colour, as in 
drawing and painting ; sound, as in 
music ; substance, as in sculpture and 
architecture ; number, as in mathematics ; 
element, as in chemistry and physics ; 
visible rhythm, as in dancing ; law, as 
in polities ; and in all other modes of 
discovering and reflecting Truth’s funda- 
mental principles. 
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But since this spirit of creativeness is 
the sanctum sanctorum of all Life, it 
must be approached, exercised and con- 
summated in a spirit of true Reverence, 
true Understanding, true Compassion. 
Without all these three present in every 
act of creativeness there can be no 
true creativeness, no noble creativeness, 
no creativeness which is alike a bless- 
ing to the creators and to the created. 
It is Godlike to create. We must be 
Godlike when we do create. 

There is a stupendous responsibility 
with regard to this sacred power as 
regau'ds young bodies. TTic spint of 
creativeness is in them just as they arc, 
even in a definite measure independently 
of the soul whose servants they arc 
being trzuned to become. To encourage 
to create reverently is a fundamental pur- 
pose of education — to educate the pure 
spirit of creativeness. A child, by which 
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I mean a set of young vehicles in 
all probability as yet unaccustomed to 
soul-control, but embodying that “ I ’* 
which is the Soul’s reflection — we must 
never forget this, is a God and there- 
fore a Creator. To create through the 
mind, through the feelings and emotions, 
through the physical body, w-ith Re- 
verence, with Goodwill- Understanding, 
and with Compassion, is the work of 
us all. But in the child, for this 
incarnation as for all others, must dwell 
the spirit and activity of Right Creative- 
ness. He must be help>ed to create 
with his hands, with the movements 
of his physical body, with colour, with 
sound, and with all other similar instru- 
ments of crcativencss, and in a spirit of 
originality. He must be encouraged to 
do, to make, to fashion. He must be 
helped to create with his feelings and 
emotions, so that his attitudes towards 
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the world around him, and no less all 
his aspirations for himself and, let us 
hope, for others too, may be creative, 
and, where possible, original in their 
helpfulness, and radiant with purity as 
they may have occasion to find ex- 

pression through the physical body, 
ceaselessly cultivating the Spirit of Youth. 
He must be helped to create vdth 
his mind, so that he seeks Truth for 
the creating, and learns to " create ' 
Truth — discovering Truth and embod)hng 
it in his daily life, here again in a 

spirit of originality. The mind will 
help him to bring more and more 
Truth to birth, distinguishing between 

Truth that is less and Truth that is 
more. 

Thus, with creativeness well directed, 
approached and exercised in a spirit 

of Reverence, will he be well equip- 
ped to direct and control that special 
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reflection of God's and our omnipotence 
which we call sexual relationship. So 
beautiful and wonderful is this reflection, 
so splendid when it is incarnated 
reverently, but so terrible when it be- 
comes degraded into lust and passion, 
so vital in its purity to the health and 

happiness ol the world, so essential an 
ingredient in its divinity of the Spirit 
of Youth : that every religion regards this 
sexual relationship as a great sacrament, 
and has rightly surrounded the under- 
taking of it with every form and 

ceremony which could give it added 

sanctity in the eyes of men and 

women. 

And the falling in love which should 
precede it is itself one of the most 
potent reminders to us that this very 
earth of ours, sordid, selfish and sad as 
it so often is, has heaven in it. It is 
indeed a sacred act to fall in love, even 
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though from time to time we must needs 
feJl out therefrom. But the true delight 
and sense of perfect exaltation with which 
sexual relationship, the Way of Chivalry 
which leads to it, and the Way of Parent- 
hood which its true worshippers tread 
afterwards, should ever be surrounded 
and permeated, can only be realized 
when towards it the Way of Chivalry 
is duly and reverently trodden, when 
the act itself b sacrifice, and the grave 
responsibilities of the Way of Parenthood 
are undertaken in a spirit of joy and 
reverent service. 

The Science of Sex, or of Creative- 
ness, is itself among the neglected 
sciences, so far as education is con- 
cerned. There can never be the 
slightest difficulty in giving the needed 
information if the spirit of education be 
right, and if the sex aspect of creative- 
ness be just one among the many 
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aspects with which the chUd is naturally 
concemed. Because we do not study 

the Science ol Creativeness and do not 
encourage the child to every right 

creativeness appropriate to his years on 
earth, because the whole spirit of 
education is largely divorced from 

creativeness save, perhaps, in those 

irrstitutions which are in advance df 
our times, therefore are we unaUe to 
deal with the sex aspect easily and 
naturally ; and in addition we are 
compelled to suffer from the horrible 

vulgarizations and degradations with 

which sex is constantly surrounded in 
the outer world. Prostituting this 

sacrament as we do, it must needs 
become ugly and distorted ; and the 
result is to be seen in so many of 
the ills from which the whole world 
suffers. The young child himself, save 
exceptionally, is given very little 
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opportunity to form part ol the Sacra- 
ment of Birth, to enter incarnation, 
through the dedicated living of his 
prospective parents, either before mar- 
riage or subsequently. 

Chivalrous, and therefore true, sexual 
relationship is indeed an ecstacy, spiritual 
and mental, no less than emotional and 
physical. It reflects the ultimate origins 
of all Life, the Act ol God whereby 
He aroused Life to what we call mani- 
festation. It is the greatest symbol 
our divinity, proof that we are Gods, 
It is to remind us of our power and 
purpose, to lift us into eternities of 
Bliss in the very midst of these regions 
of such constant darkness. It is to 
remind us of our own splendid Be- 
comings, and that it is our privilege to 
share in the great Becomings of others. 

Love is the fulfilment of Life’s Law, 
and Creativeness is Love’s supreme mode 
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of fulfilment. Love cannot live alone. 
Love must love, and until an exalted 
level of evolution has been attained must 
desire to be loved. And when there 
arises mutual love, then have two Gods 
come together — to mingle love to its 
creative purpose. The One becomes a 
Duality. The Duality becomes a Trinity, 
which is the heart of Being and of 
Becoming. 

I have, in an earlier part of tKis 
Chapter, referred to the exaltation of 
Love in the Christian New Testament, 
and to Professor Drummond’s construction 
of a Spectrum of Love. But no words 
and no descriptions can convey even 
a fragment of the real significance of 
Life’s Heart. To love is to be afire 
not merely with an emotion of glowing 
comradeship, which may or may not 
resolve into that mystery of unity, 
extending far beyond the physical body. 
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of which the marriage sacrament is the 
eige-old setting, hut no less to be afire 
with a reverence which is praise — praise 
being the very meaning of the wcMrd 
** Love To love is to perceive beauty 
where others might see but ugline». 
To love is to be flawless in under- 
staiKling. To love is to help, to serve, 
at whatever cost. To love is to be 
willing to submit to insult and to in- 
jxistice, to hatred and to contempt, 
even from those who are loved. Fcht 
Love’s sake there may be need to 
condemn, but the condemnation is ever 
loving, helpful, generous. For Love's 
sake there may be need to oppose, 
to thwart, to fight, to appear, but only 
to appear, to abandon. But in all 
cases will Love shine ceaselessly, never 
ceasing to praise, to understand, to be 
tender and even humble in all its 
offerings. 
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Where there is Love there is Youth, 
and where Love is ever triumphant 
there is Eternal Y outh. and Gods 
Becoming have Become. 

What marvellous wealth is this com- 
pany of feelings and emotions and 
desires sent into the outer worlds to 
accumulate ! What riches it should add 
to the wealth of the soul who sent it 
forth ! How powerfully it can help to 
stir the life of its soul to unimaginable 
creative glories ! How sparkling may 
be the Fire of \ outh, fanned from 
softly glowing embers into growing 
Flames, and, as time passes, into a 
richly burning Fire ! How magnificent- 
ly can a God be at work in his 
Becoming on the plane of desires, of 
feelings, of emotions, building a heaven 
in this wonderfully plastic material ! 

In what ways are our educational 
systems, even in some small measure. 
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providing for the unfoldment of these 
great possibilities, guarding against the 
dangers they must needs involve, but 
encouraging their development in every 
possible way ? 
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GODS IN MIND BODIES 

We must now proceed to consider the 
company of the Mind, and the natturc 
of the wealth it is sent out into the 
world to accumulate and to purvey to 
the soul. 

It has been said that the mind is 
the slayer of the Real, not, of course, 
necessarily 90, but often. By this 
statement is probably meant that in the 
earlier stages of its unfoldment the 
mind, with its power to dissect and 
analyse, to choose and to weigh, to 
sit in judgment, must almost inevitably 
pass through the stage of thinking itself 
to be the only God, and of exercising 
powers in a manner which it deems fo 
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have the infallibility of divinity, long 
before it reaches Godhood, and no less 
long before such powers have more than 
the very faintest resemblance to their 
divine prototypes. Hence, the little 

which is known is sought to be en- 
dowed with the reality which belongs 
alone to the infinitely more. Self-assur- 
ance and seif-sadsfaction enter as 
the mind moves on its way of 

self-inflation. Dogmatism, aggressiveness, 
separativeness, persecution, the sense 
of infadlibility — all raise their ugly 

heads in unreality ; and the Real, the 

True, the Beautiful, is indeed slain, 
until at last the power of its immortal- 
ity finally triumphs over these poor 
creatures of death. Still, let us not be 
too hard on them. They have their 
place, their time and their purpose. 
They have their work to do, ugly as 
they arc. For how could we know 
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beauty save as we have known ugli- 
ness. We must not be ungrateful to 
ugliness. n<Mr unmindful of its work in 
the fulfilment of the Plan of God. But 
we must learn to know it for what 
it is* 

What, then, is the constructive work 
of the mind in discovering and purvey- 
ing to the soul the wealth in its own 
particular field ? In other words, what 
does the soul need in terms of its 
mind-stuff, as we have adready glimpsed 
something of its needs in the terms of 
its physical-body-stuff and of its desire- 
stuff > 

The senses of the mind may provi- 
sionally be regarded as five, though 
here, too, the number seven must 
sooner or later be recognized to reign. 
The sense of Purix>se. The sense of 
Law. The sense of Order. The sense 
of Synthesis. The sense of Analysis. 
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Through each of these senses should 
Youthfulness flow to the soul ; and the 
health of the body of the nnind entirely 
depends upon these channels being in 
constant use, in ever-increasing use, in 
purity, in wisdom and in pKJwer. I might 
add, too, that only where one or more 
of the first three senses has become 
atrophied or clogged is it possible for 
the mind to become the slayer of the 
Real. Where these channeb are open 
and free, and through them flows a 
constant stream of fife, the mind 
embodies the Real and knows it more 
and more. 

Beginning at the bottom of the ladder 
of the mind, we discover dawning 
upon the human horizon the sense of 
Analysb. In the animal kingdom, desire, 
and of course instinct, such as they 
au'c, zire practically in supreme control. In 
the human kingdom, individuality is 
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much more independently established, 
and man desires no less, in truth he 
desires still more, and has in richer 
endowment those instincts which arc 
partly the fruit of experience and partly 
the reflection of the Unity of Life 
in magically individual application. But 
he wants to know and to become. 
Hence enters the spirit of Analysis with 
all the confusion it produces, but also 
with all its building |X)wer. Man wants 
to know. The child wants to know. 
And the mind in its anzdytic and 
dissecting power is the means to the 
beginning of knowledge. 

But as knowledge grows from more 
to more, the reverence spirit itself dawns 
in its own mode of manifestation on 
the plane of the mind. And this 
dawning discloses itself in the sense of 
Synthesis — an unfoldment in the direction 
of comprehending the Unity of Life. 
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Amidst the welter of the many, man 
begins to perceive groups, and out of 
what must needs be at first a chaos 
of unrelated parts begins to arise a 
cosmos, at least of groups. 

As this spirit of Synthesis grows 
stronger and more scientific, the sense 
of Order begins to awaken and function. 
The world is ordered, and thus does 
the spirit of reverence become intensi- 
fied. Following quickly in the wake of 
deepening reverence is the spirit of 
goodwill and of compassion. There is 
seen to be vital occasion for these, since 
all things aie within some sa yet 
ungrasped Order and close relationship. 

Then awakens the sense of Law, 
the analytic and synthetic senses being 
among the means to the discovery of 
the Laws that govern Order, First will 
the lower Laws be perceived, the Laws 
with which we are all familiar — are 
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they more, as we know them, than 

convenient expressions for our tentative 
generalizations — as for example the Laws 
of thermodynamics, the second of which 
is supposed to be so very unchallenge- 
able. But later on the real l^ws will 
shine through the illusions of these 
shadow Laws, and the summits of 
mind power will be achieved. 

TTiesc summits are typified by the 
sense of Purpose. We have discerned 
Order. We have recognized Law. Now 
arc we beginning to understand that 
Design or Purpose is behind the Law, 
behind the Order, is the Cause of both. 

Analyns and Synthesis represent the 
lower reaches of the mind, while Order, 
Law and Purpose represent, in ascend- 
ing scale, the higher reaches. And 

from the highest level of the mind we 
ascend into yet subtler vehicles em- 
bodying nobler stage of consciousness. 
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GcneraUy, the lower mind stands for 
the acquirement of knowledge which 
largely consists of perceived phenomena, 
more or less inter-related according to the 
development of the sense of Synthesis. 

The higher mind tends in the direc- 
tion of the understanding of those 
fundamental, and. as we might say, 
abstract, principles of knowledge in 
which observed phenomena live and move 
and have their being. But the mind 
itself docs not pass beyond the duality 
of subject and object, even in the 
highest qualities of its consciousness, 
though these eventually cause it to 
become aware of an archetypal back- 
ground for the widely diversified typal 
foreground. 

The mind is concerned with know- 
ledge. We have not yet come to 
wisdom, though, when wisdom has even 
in the slightest measure been contacted. 
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there is added to knowledge the key- 
stone o( its archway. 

Needless, I think, to descant on the 
happiness and Youthfulness, on the 
materia] for heaven, these various senses 
purvey to the soul. The phenomena of 
Life are to be the playthings of the 
soul. He learns all about his toys. 
He arranges them. He discovers them 
to be obedient to discipline. He finds 
he can rule them through an under- 
standing of the Law. He perceives he 
can fashion them in the light of his 
high purposes. He has a game to 
play, and the wherewithal to play it. 
And at last he discovers in an ecstacy 
that he can make toys, toys like aU 
these, and can play with them as God 
plays with these, beautifully, tenderly, 
purposefully. 

The mind body, like all others, is the 
soul in a mode of its manifestation. 
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It is a projection of the soul down 
on to the plane of the mind where 
function the senses I have enumera- 
ted. But again it must be re- 

membered that a new mind body is 
by no means a clean slate. The 
actual vehicles themselves, of ph3r8icai 
body, of desires, and of mind, may be 
“ new ”. But each vibrates in tune 
with the soul’s experience. Hence the 
newness is only relative, for each body 
is at the most a new reflection of 
age-long growth, and not in any sense 
virgin soil. From the time of the soul's 
unfoldment at the stage when it could 
use a body of the mind, or any other 
body, there has been writing on that 
date, and the nature of such writing 
we perceive in mental tendencies, 
qualities, weaknesses, of varying kinds. 
But most of these start in the human 
kingdom, for it is humanity which is 
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saddled with mind stuff, save in the 
ram cases of animals very highly 
developed ; so that each individuality 
gained an increase of individuality on 
entry into the human kingdom, by 

reason of the addition of a vehicle by 
means of which he becomes able not 
only to be and to desire, but also to 
know, to know that he knows, and to 
understand his origin, way and destiny, 
with the help of the five senses of 
the mind. 

Now just as 1 have written of a 
Law of Diminishing Repulsion as 

regards the feelings and emotions, so 
may I, in terms of the mind, postu- 
late the Law of Diminishing isolation, 
which, in a way, is the same Law 
hrom another point of view. In the 

higher stages of mental growth all selfish 
pride ceases, defeated by the mellow- 
ing advance of that wisdom to the 
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attainment of which the mind with its 
five senses is dedicate. But in the 
earlier stages of mind growth, in those 
stages in which, I am afraid, most of 
us still live and move and have our 
being, the horses of the mind also take 
the bit between their teeth and often 
furiously disport themselves in haughty 
and separative pride. I do not think, 
however, that we can expect otherwise. 
How shall we know Law, or Order, 
or Purpose, or Individuality, or Univer- 
sality, until we have first conceived 
these in terms of ourselves ? Until we 
have discovered Law, we must needs 
for a time imagine that we are the 
Law ! And while beautiful pride should 
ever be ours, in the earlier stages less 
beautiful pride must needs precede it. 
Pride has its value, even when it is ugly. 

But all narrowness of mind, while an 
inevitable stage in the minds expansion 


146 



GODS iN MIND BODIES 

-—there must be narrow-miiuiedbiess 

before there can be broad-mindedness — 
becomes a burden and a debt when 
it lasts too long. How vital is it for 
us to remember that we cannot stay 
long in any mode of consciousness 

without detriment to iJfc and Youthfui- 
ness. We are Gods in the Becoming. 
Just as sooner or later the physical 

body, built indeed for impermanence, 
becomes worn out, so sooner or later 
must wear out aU lesser feelings and 
emotions and modes of thought, them- 
selves also built for impermanence, 
that we may be ever restless for 

Youth, more Youth ! That Gods may 
ceaselessly become. TTiat heaven may 
be on earth as it is in heaven. 

When we perceive the nature of the 
five senses of the mind, we see at 
once the real value of the various sub- 
jects of the curriculum, all of which, I 
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am afraid, we often treat in teaching 
them as if their present contents to 
be regarded as knowledge ultimate and 
Truth unchangeable. 

Astronomy, physics, chemistry, mathe- 
matics, geology, geography, anthropology, 
and all other sciences, not excluding 
astrology— still in its infancy in the 
modem world, are marvellously fruitful 
in their power to demonstrate Order at 
work everywhere. Law at work every- 
where, Purpose at work everywhere. To 
these ends they should be studied and 
understood, through the senses of Analy 
sis and Synthesis, so that from each 
science may flow to the soul a constant 
stream of growing Truth, by way of 
the senses of the mind. 

History, depending so much on person- 
al interpretation, is undoubtedly one of 
the leas advanced sciences, though in 
the future it will have a value which 
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today it cannot be expected to possess. 
We have yet to learn to appraise events 
with deep understanding and cr3r8ta] 
clear impersonality. The study of lang- 
uage, however, has immense value, 
especially the study of the so-called 
classic languages. Words have individual- 
ities of their own, powers and purposes 
of their own. And when a master 
draws them into great and rhythmic 
comradeship, either to constitute them 
a vehicle lor blessing, for creative re- 
lease, for mmple beauty of form, or to 
describe his own enlightened perceptions 
in any field of life, then indeed are 
the senses both of feelings and emo- 
tions and of the mind enriched to the 
gladness of the soul. Many of the 
world’s Scriptures, and other lofty writ- 
ings, have their value in their language 
no leas than in the message they seek 
to convey. 
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In dwelling upon the mind the quality 
of Memory must be given a very 
prominent place. Not that memory is 
lacking as regards either the physical 
body or the body of desire. Elach has 
its own due measure of memory. But 
memory begins to function in far fuller 
measure when the vehicle of the mind 
starts definitely upon its way. From one 
point of view memory is the reflection 
of eternity in time. The memory of 
God is His eternal knowledge of His 
Plan, And in us His memory is re- 
flected in a slowly unfolding counterpart. 
The supreme purpose of memory is to 
“ remember ” our divinity, to have a 
sense of our divinity even in these 
realms of forgetfulness. In the midst of 
the unreal let us remember the Real, 
in the midst of darkness let us re- 
member the Light, in the midst of 
death let us remember Immortality, in 
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the midst ol defeat let us remember 
Victory. 

Let us remember the eternal wonders 
of life even amidst its most scsrdid 
expressions. As someone has very 
beautifully said, God gave us memory 
that we might have roses in December. 

And loo much stress cannot be laid 
on the training of memory by concen- 
trating it upon the noblest things we 
know — the noblest writing, the noblest 
art, the noblest music, the noblest 
sculpture, the noblest deeds, the noblest 
characters, the noblest virtues and 
aspirations. 

I do not think education functions 
more truly than in the learning by 
heart, ewily and happily, even by the 
very young, of ennobling passaiges from 
great writings, from Scriptures, from 
masterpieces of poetry and of prose. 
Thus is started a rhythm, even in the 
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very physical body itself, of incalculable 
value in after life to counteract hostile 
and disintegrating influences, and to help 
to nrake beautiful leisure. 

The mind should be a vibrant and 
creative memory of splendid past, of 
splendid present, and of still more 
splendid future, for we can remember 
the future no less than present and 
past. 

But when we are thinking of Memory 
we must also think of its complemen- 
tary opposite Forgetfulness, which by no 
means indicates annihilation, a blotting 
out of experience, but rather the dis- 
criminative capacity to determine the 
place any specific condition of conscious- 
ness shall have in consciousness as a 
whcde. Shall it be relegated to the sub- 
conscious, or shall it be kept awake in 
the waJcing consciousness, probably 
on its threshold, of the daily life of 


152 



GODS IN MIND BODIES 

desire or mind ? Do we need it now > 
n 80, it must remadn in the forefront, 
on the threshold, of our everyday con- 
sciousness. If we no longer need it in 
activity, then let us " forget " it, relegate 
it to our warehouse of exp>erience which 
forms the background, and indeed the 
tone and quality, of the consciousness 
in which for the time being we live 

and move and have our being. We 
must learn how to forget — there is no- 
thing we can ever lose, there is nothing 
we shall ever really want to lose — fis 

well as how to remember. If we do 
not remember our pa^ lives, it is in 

no small measure because we have not 
yet learned how to forget, which is to 
say we have not yet learned to give 

due value to our various experiences, 

nor to be wisely balanced between 
pleasurable excitement and painful de- 
pression. Nor have we learned to take 
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everything lightly, as it comes. We are 
not yet ready to remember, because we 
have not yet learned how to forget. 
AD unbalanced living must be acc<xn- 
panied by Forgetfulness, lest too much 
Memory make us mad. 

We now come to what I regard as 
five modes in which the expression of 
the senses of the mind can find useful 
form, which is to say five, among 
possibly many other, ways in which the 
senses of the mind can gather the wealth 
needed from the mind-field by the soul. 

First, in Discovery, the Law of which 
is Venturesomeness. One of the special 
qualities of the mind is to conceive 
and to plan. To this end the mind 
is endowed with the faculty of dis- 
covery, so that the soul may know the 
WiU of God as projected into forms 
composed of mind -stuff, and by mind-stuff 
we must mean not awareness, nor 
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desire, these belong to the vehicle o( 
leelings and emotions, but Plan -stuff. 
The power of the mind, as its senses 
disclose, is to know the Plan of Life, 
the architecture of Life, the kind of 
building in all its details which the 
Great Architect is erecting, and there- 
fore the great principles of architecture. 

But let it be clearly understood 
that all three bodies, physical, desire 
and mind, are very closely inter-related. 
They dovetail into one another in an 
extraordinary way, for each is, at all 
events for the time of physical incar- 
nation, indispensable to the other two. 
And aU are, especially in the earlier 
stages of their growth, very individual 
or personal in their outlook. The 
physical body is largely concerned 
about itself. And so are the desire 
and mind bodies. There is as much 
selfishness of the mind, and more or 
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less of the same nature, though <iif> 
ferently manifested, as there is selfish- 
ness of the desires, as there is selfish- 
ness of the physical body. And we 
must take care to appraise in ail 
possible accuracy and truthfulness the 
value of such selfishness. Selfishness is 
a mode of growth, but as we grow it 
includes more and more within its 
cherishing, so that instead of being 
merely selfishness it becomes Selffiil- 
ness. We must not be impatient with 
the stages of its development. 

In any case, the understanding of the 
Plan of God, the architecture of the 
Building He is erecting, while largely a 
matter of the mind, also needs the 
functioning of aspiration, so that we may 
perceive with the aid of the senses of 
the body of desire those features of 
the Plan which, if 1 may use the 
expression, need desire-stuff for their 
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building. So, too, mu*t we perceive 
with the aid ol the senses oi the 

physical body those feaUires of the 
Plan which need physical stuff for their 
expression. Yet mind-stuff, desire -stuff, 
body-stuff, and higher-stuff still, are 
ingredients in every brick of the 
Building, in ail we see around us in 
every kingdom of nature. 

But it is the special work of the 

mind to perceive, to discover, the Plan 
as bom of the Mind of God, as there 
are other bodies to discover the Plan 
as bom of the Desire of God, and 

even, let me say, of the Body of 
God, not in any anthropomorphic sense, 
or in any literal signification, but in 
the sense of all that is physical being 
a specific mode of the physical Being 
and of the physical Becoming of God. 

Let us remember, however, that the 
mind, like the other vehicles of the soul. 
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can only reflect that which it is fasAi- 
ioned to reflect. We know only in 
terms of our knowledge -capacity, not a* 
the subject of knowledge really is. 
There is independence as well as re- 
lation ; and no external observer at our 
own level of growth can impersonally 
perceive the independence. He can 
perceive a relationship, but not a real- 
ity. But we must ever be restless to 
draw neauer and nearer to the Reality, 
the shadow of which alone we are 
observing. 

The world remains, in veriest detail, 
infinitely greater than aJl the discoveries 
of man ; and however much we know, 
there is an infinitude more to discover. 
Therefore is it that the mind must 
ever be busy, first about knowing what 
has been so far discovered, it must 
discover for itself the already discover- 
ed, but also must it be busy about 


158 



GODS IN MIND BODIES 

seeking to discover the so far undis- 
covered. Through the various subjects 
the curriculum we discover the dis- 
covered. But every student-discoverer 
should be inspired to constant dissatis- 
faction with what is known, and to be 
restless to embark on the adventure of 
discovering something that is not known, 
at the same time, perhaps, discovering 
the known otherwise than it is eilready 
known. Every teacher, with regard to 
^very subject of the curriculum, should 
be at all times able to present to the 
student unexplored fields in every re- 
gion of the Plan, be the Plan con- 
sidered mathematically, or chemically, 
or physically, or astronomically, or 
geologically, or geographically, or an- 
thropologicaUy, or historically, or musi- 
cally, or artistically, or culturally. We 
have come so far. Whither next ? Even 
the youngest child should be encouraged 
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to discover for himself that which has 
already been discovered. Better than to 
teU him is to inspire him to be able to 
tell himself. Let the mind ardently 

seek and discover all that it can as 
to the Plan of Life and its functioning 
in terms of Order, of Law, of Pur- 

pose, of Individuality, of Unity. 

Second, in Choice, the Law of which 
is Appropriateness. The mind is essen- 
tially a choosing instrument, even 
though Desire has so large an influence* 
as a rule, over the choosing. There is 
mind attraction, and mind repulsion, as 
well as desire attraction, and desire 
repulson. And therefore docs the mind 
choose, as well as discover. From one 
point of view, everything discovered* 
and to be discovered, must sooner or 

later be chosen, fitted into the Plan, 

utilized. But in terms of time, selection 
must be made of those discoveries, ol 
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that knowledge (for knowledge is dis- 
covery assimilated), needed in the parti- 
cular activity in which the soul is for 
the time being engaged ; or, shall we 
say, needed for the understanding of that 
special part of the Plan with which 
the soul is more intimately concerned > 
This brings us to a very important 
fact, namely that a very essential, and 
indeed obvious, aspect of the Architec- 
ture or f^lan is its division into special- 
ized areas with which are associated 
individualities themselves moving towards 
specialization. Each individual belongs 
dominantly, though not exclusively, to 
a certain mode of the general scheme 
and working out of the Plan, and his 
whole nature is dominantly attuned to 
such mode. Part of the use, therefore, 
of his senses of the physical body, of 
feelings and emotions, and of the mind, 
is to discover his specialized and 
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temperamental place in the Plan, as well 
as those ingredients which are spedaliy 
appropriate to such place, so that he 
may fulfil his own individual nature 
more perfectly, and build more effec- 
tively in that part of the Building in 
die construction of which he is learning 
to become a master craftsman. But 
this subject is of such importance in 
connection with all the vehicles that I 
propose to reserve it for special treat- 
ment later on. 

The mind must constantly be at wodt 
dK>osing from the illimitable wealth of 
availaUe material, those special aspects 
of Purpose at work. Law at work. 
Order at work, which constitute the 
material particularly appropriate, harmo- 
nious, to the needs of the individual 
soul to which the mind belongs. Choice 
will, of course, in no small measure 
be determined by innumerable previous 
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choosings which have had the effect of 
creating tastes, inclinations, aptittides, 
lines of least resistance. 

Third, in Accuracy of Judgment and 
Understanding, the Law of which is 
Perfect Reflection. Accuracy of judg- 
ment and Understaruling is the reflection 
in the mind of the wonderful Perfection 
of the Plan. Inevitably, the personal 
equation vrill influence the quality of 
the accuracy, but should never distoit 
to gross inaccuracy. Accuracy means 
perfect reflection, perfect description, 
perfect deduction. Obviously, at our 
present stage of evolution, these 
perfections are unattainable. We know 
but in part, and accuracy depends as 
to its measure upon increasing know- 
ledge. All we can hope is to be 
as accurate as possible, so that with 
the senses available to it, and with the 
co-operation of the other vehicles of 
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consciousness, the mind may know its 
knowable with a minimum of distorting 
infiltration on the part of its own parti> 
cular mode and stage of being. We can- 
not help seeing ourselves into the objects 
of our perceivings. But the purpose of 
the mind is in part so to aid growth that 
such projections of ourselves affect their 
objective as little as possible. The less 
the personal equation dominates, the 
greater the accuracy. 

The senses of the mind must learn 
to purvey their respective contributions 
to the soul in all possible truth, which 
is to say in adl possible naturalness-— 
and accuracy is naturalness. The 
Purpose they purvey must be pure 
Purpose. The Law they purvey must 
be pure Law. The Order they purvey 
must be pure Order. The Synthesis 
they purvey must be pure Syntheds. 
The Analysis they purvey must be pure 
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Analysts. It at once becomes clear bow 
remote we arc from the achievement ol 
accuracy. Our lives, however honestly 
and sincerely lived, are full of uncon- 
scious inaccuracies fostered by prejudices, 
superstitions, ignorances, of all kinds. 
Perfect knowledge is perfect accuracy. 
And we are still remote even from a 
substantial measure of true knowledge. 

In order to attain this true know- 
ledge, there is first awareness and then 
desire, and mind entering into desire. 
We discover a world of our own in 
terms of our temperamental individuality, 
choosing it as to its constituent elements 
according to the quality of our nature. 
And then we begin to consider our 
discoveries in terms of their real suit- 
ability for our individuality purposes, the 
mind beginning to function more defin- 
itely and more purely, so that such 
freer functioning may enable us to 
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extend our world beyond its mere 
imnd-<k»re limitations into the regions 
of relatively pure knowledge, and thus 
to transmute all lower personal oon- 
aderations. So do we proceed to an 
accurate judgment of our largely destre- 
chosen world and its phenomena, first 
in a spirit of prejudice and ignor- 
ance, and from an exclusively personal 
point of view, later on proceeding to an 
impersonal and critical understandii^ of 
them in all their detail, in all their Ord«, 
in ail their Law, in all their PurpcHse. 

Judgment is knowledge. But know- 
ledge is sdll far away from wisdcmi, for 
while those who know just know, are 
acquainted with some of the bricks 
used for the Building and have, per- 
haps. a vague conception of a part of 
the Plan, those who are wise are not 
content to know, but seek to co-operate 
actively with the Architect in His Plan 
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for the Building. Those who know, 
who are clever, generally know much 
detail about a little. Those who are wise 
seek to enter into the spirit of great and 
universal Principles, possibly also utiliz' 
ing knowledge, but dwelling mainly in 
the higher realm ol wisdom, whither 
they have ascended through knowledge. 

Judgment is the accurate appraisement 
ol discovered matter which has been 
chosen as appropriate to the particular 
quality ol the individuality-mind-stuH 
concerned. It involves microscopic and 
telescopic investigation, here again reduc- 
ing the intervention ol the personal 
equation to a minimum. It involves the 
consideration ol the subject-matter in its 
microcosmic and macrocosmic qualities. 
It is calm and cool understanding, and 
is an expression ol the mind moat 
strongly to be lostered among those 
who arc young in years. 


167 



GODS IN THE BECOMING 

the vehicles of die soul. How 
important, tl^irefore, is the stmuitaneous 
education of all three vehicles. 

In the case of the Desire Body, its 
higher nature, where dwell aerations 
and other more exalted expresaons of 
its nature, will be at work transmuting 
the lower. In the case of the Mind 
Body, its own discoveries and choosings 
will be subject to the critical appraise* 
ment of Accuracy, Judgment and 
Understanding, and, as these develop, 
to the highly discriminating senses of 
Order, Law and Purpose, so that it 
may learn to purvey the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth, to the soul who sent it forth 
to gather Truth. 

Let these critical faculties, therefore, 
critical in the sense of constructive under- 
standing and not of cold destructive- 
ness, be given constant constructive 
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occupation in 8cixx)l and in college, 
and in the home, too ; so that the 
mind may become the splendid im- 
personal servant it is designed to 
be. The sertses and their eitpresaions 
as functioning in the physical and 
desire bodies function no less, in other 
modes, in the body of the mind. An 
examination of these senses amd ex- 
pressions in mind terms will prove most 
instructive and useful. 

Fourth, in Adjustment, the Law of 
which is Joyous Haumony. Accuracy 
of Judgment and Understanding apprais- 
ing the exact nature of a Truth dis- 
covered and chosen. Adjustment finds for 
it its rightful place among its feUow- 
truths. We have discovered it. We have 
chosen it for ourselves. We have ac- 
curately and carefully judged its nature. 
Now we must harmoniously relate it 
How wonderful is the work of learning 
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how to relate harmoniously the innumer- 
able constituent elements of Truth, or, 
as I might say, the countless manifes- 
tations of Truth and their various 
Truth-contents as they unfold on . the 
King’s Highway, 

There is no individuality more beauti- 
ful than that which is constantly 
occupied in marking well and in 
adjusting well, in making contacts 
where none seem to exist, in discerning 
relationships where there seem to be 
none, in sounding the note of triumph- 
ant Adjustment amidst all cacophanous 
discords of ignorant antagonisms. And 
all this to the end that those who 
live in proud isolation and separateness 
may gradually evolve from such con- 
dition into the knowledge which shaU 
discover to them happiness in the 
ceaseless establishment of harmonious 
adjustments. Adjustment draws into 
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close comradeship the innumerable diver- 
sities hard at work living in terms 
of their respective differences, for it is 
the Science of Friendship amongst 
Freedoms. 

The soul hais gathered round himself, 
or ought I to say round the “ I ” 
which he sends down as a fragment 
of himself, the vehicle of the mind, 
the vehicle of the feelings and emo- 
tions, the vehicle of the physical 
body, for his own deepxer, truer, 
adjustment to heaven, to Gcxlliness, to 
Youth, This particular incarnation of 
his takes him, let us hope, a step 
further on this Way of Adjustment. In 
the great Intermediate Regions, between 
what we call death and life, he will 
take another step. And then, with 
these various bathing suits of mind, of 
feelings and emotions, and of physical 
body, largely fashioned on last life’s 
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models, but of coufse imiwoved as a 
result of last life’s experience, he wifl 
dip down again for further adjustment 
into the seas of the outer worlds, thus 
gauning yet another step. So on and 
on, until, so far as these outer worlds 
are concerned, he has fulfilled the re- 
quired Adjustments, and need return no 
more for himself, though he may well 
return for others, as witness the coming 
from time to time of the great Saviours 
of mankind. 

In this mind-mode of expression 
every encouragement should be given to 
constant harmonious adjusting, so that 
Kttle by little the vital Solidarity of 
Life may be increasingly perceived. 
The fifth expression of the mind. 
Universalization, involves the sense of 
Unity, of the many within the One. 
But Adjustment involves the sense of 
Diversity, the many as many, yet 
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togedber. Or I might put it that while 
Solidarity emphasizes the many in their 
(hflerent'ness as within an all-including 
Circle ol Life, Unity emphasizes the 
many in their one-ncss as within an 
all-including Circle of Life. Elach in 
fact a different aspect ol one and the 
same thing. 

The means whereby Adjustment is 
to be encouraged depend, of course, 
upon the nature of the individual 
concerned. But in earlier years it must 
largely take place through the physical 
body and through the feelings and 
emotions. 

Fifth, in a mode of Universalization, 
the Law of which is the Unity of 
Life. I say “ in a mcxJe ” because 
there are many stages of Universaliza- 
tion, each more sublime than its earlier 
manifestation. The Universalization of 
which 1 am thinking is that which 
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perceives intimate and mutual relation- 
ships to he hut shadow-reflections of 
an at present undiscoverahle, and 
therefore unrealizahle, Whole. It is the 
Universalization whereby each part is 

synthetically perceived in itself as a 

pure projection from the Universal Light, 
and, as to its relationships with other 
parts, as but a fragment of the great 
Rainbow which is Light in manifesta- 
tion. This Universalization may take 

the form of the recognition of Synthetic 
Archetypes, or be more abstnise in 

terms of the Fourth and of some 
higher Dimension, or actusJly be some 
sort of reflection of the Plan in its 
aspect of the Whole. However it be, 
the expression of the mind is not com- 
plete until and unless it is active in 
its higher reaches, in its syntheses, in its 
sense of Order, Law and Purpose, where 
the relatively abstract impinges upon the 
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concrete. We muift learn to have tome 
vague perception ol Infinity in time, of 
the One in the many, ol a Whole 
including all parts, ol a heaven in 
every grain of earth. The majesty o( 
the part is only very faintly perceived, 
and its very ** part-ness ** only dimly 
apprehended, if we are unable to 
perceive in it some intimation of the 
Whole, at all events in some wise. 
Thus alone can we discern Order 
Universal, Law Universal, and Purpose 
Universal. 

Even the mind, static in many ways 

as it is, must learn, to quote Blake : 

... to see a world in a grain of sand. 
And a heaven in a w^ild flower ; 

Hold infinity in the palm of its hand, 
And eternity in an hour. 

Such, of course, as we shall see, is 

the splendid function of consciousnesses 

beyond the mind. But each vehicle of 

the soul must learn to know itself, and 
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all that is, in the spirit ol the 
tnaarocosm no less than in the actuality 
ol the microcosm. 

1 think it is important to realize that 
in order ol their imi>ortance rigl^ 
through education, and indeed onwards 
throughout life, are first the physical 
body, second the body of feelings and 
emotions, third the body ol the mind. 
Obviously, all may unfold together. 
Sooner or later ail must unfold 
together. But in these outer worlds we 
lay the foundations of all unfokiment 
upon the physical body, and upon the 
body of feelings and emotions. These 
are the two pillars upon which the 
arch of the mind must rest, and unless 
the pillars are built as well as we 
can build them, the mind will lack in 
true functioning power and in stability. 
Hence, all development must begin 
with the senses of the physical body. 
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But, as has been pointed out above, 
the senses of the body of feelings and 
emotions will find partial expres«on 
through these phy»cal senses. And 
so will the senses of the body of 
the mind find partial expression both 
through the senses of the feelings and 
of the ^emotions, and of the physical 
body itself. Thus, in educating one 
vehicle, we are in fact educating the 
other two. 

Is it not very clear bow well the 
processes of Discovery, Choice, Accuracy 
ol judgment and Understanding, Adjust' 
ment and Universalization may be stimu- 
lated through Reverence, Goodwill and 
Compassion ? Is it not also clear how 
potent are the senses of the physical 
body in their promotion ? Indeed, while 
there exist these various vehicles, each 
seemingly so different one from another, 
the One Life runs through them all 
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even though in different rates of 
vibration. And the Life remains One 
howsoever divergent in function and 
medium may be its expression. 

In concluding this Chapter I desire 
to reiterate the immense importance of 
Harmony, especially in all our relation> 
ships with our fellow-individualities in 
every kingdom of nature. We must 
learn to tolerate, to understand, arKi 
later on to appreciate, the ways of 
living of others. We must learn to 
“ get on " with those around us, sure 
that the righteousness of most of them is 
no less than we conceive ours to be. 
The whole world suffers from a spirit of 
intolerance, of misunderstanding, of mis- 
judgment, of criticism, of fault-finding. 
How much better in a way would it be 
if we were intolerant of ourselves, critical 
of ourselves, fault-finding with ourselves. 
There is so much in ourselves about 
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which to be all these things, and H 
any of them have any real value it is 
when they are directed upon ourselves 
rather than upon others. 

How little our various imperfections 
and mistakes would matter if we helped 
each other through them instead of 
hindering each other by what after all 
is so frequently abuse, though it is often 
camouflaged in fine-sounding phrases. 
We all make more or less the same 
kind of mistakes, their permutations 
depending upon our varying tempera- 
ments. Let us help each other over 
our respective stiles. 

TTie foundations for such helpfulness 
must be laid in home and in school 
life. Much of our educative process 
should be occupied in educating the 
spirit of kindly understanding and 
appreciativeness. The mind tends to 
be separatively proud. Let us help it 
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to become generously appreciative, and 
while proud of itself and of its soul 
within reasonaUe and constructive 
limits, proud also of others. How easy 
we find it to be proud of ourselves. 
How much further on in evolution it 
n to be proud of others in increasing 
numbers. God is proud of us all. Let 
us be proud of many, especially df 
those who are that which we are not. 

Thus is a God at work in his 
Becoming on the plane of the mind, 
building a heaven of its material. 
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GODS IN THE HEIGHTS 

Having thus generally dealt with the 
more familiar vehicles whereby the soul 
amasses his wealth from these three 
kingdoms of consciousness — physical, emo- 
tional and mental — ^we must not forget 
that there are other kingdoms of con- 
sciousness whose messengers arc waiting 
their turn to become V'outh -Seekers, and 
to hasten Gods in their Becoming. 

The soul is a cautious business-man. 
Before undertaking business in what 
may be called a wholesale way, he 
begins in a retail way, and is content 
so to continue until the fortunes ac- 
cumulated by his travellers on the 
physical, dewe, and mental planes 
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consciousness are able to show that 
through their respective channels ol the 
senses substantial wealth has flowed, 
and is flowing, for his enrichment. 
Then, but then alone, does he feel 
justified in starting business in other 
fields, business which is waiting to be 
transacted, and for which there exists 
suitable skeleton machinery. 

Recapitulating the nature of the busi- 
ness so far done, we have seen 
how the physical body accumulates 
a wealth, in terms of its own plane, 
of simplicity, of delicacy, of grace, of 
beauty, of order, of rhythm, of har- 
mony, of a sense of the glory of 
form and of deep refinement in con- 
tact, Through its five senses the phy- 
sic2d body establishes all this wealth, 
and offers it to its soul for power and 
purpose. And in expression these five 
senses are reveeJed in naturalness, in 
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alertness, in agility, in endurance, and 
above all in purity. 

Similarly, the body of the feelings and 
emotions, of desires, accumulates the 
wealth of reverence, goodwill and com- 
passion, expressing them in service, in 
aspiration, in simplicity, in self-control, 
and in creativeness. 

The body of the mind accumulates 
the wealth of Purpose, of Law, of 
Order, of Synthesis, of Analysis, and 
expresses these in discovery, in choice, 
in accuracy of judgment, in adjustment, 
and in universalization. 

And here I would like to suggest 
that the life of each of these bodies 
is constantly swinging between rest and 
resdessness, between movement and re- 
pose, between the static and the 
dynamic. Ever is there creation and 
re-creation, a state of Being and a 
state of Becoming ; though nowhere b 
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movement non-existent, since movement 
is the blood of Life. The pendulum 
swings against greatest resistance in the 
physical body. In this vehicle there is 
greater immobility, despite the seeming 
restlessness which it appears to exhibit 
— a restlessness which is distinctly cir- 
cumscribed, though undoubtedly manifest. 
Composed largely of very nearly the 
densest matter in existence, it is the 
most static of all the vehicles of the 
soul. 

Being, as differentiated from Becom- 
ing — though both Being and Becoming 
are but two aspects of the one Life, 
and there is as much Becoming in 
Being as there is Being in Becoming— 
is the sF>ecial keynote of the physical 
body. Youth static. Youth in Being, 
a physical attitude or condition of 
Youthfulness, Youth in clearly defined 
and circumscribed form, is the wealth 
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of the phy»cal body. Actual physical 
health, while of immense value, has no 
powo* to inhibit this YouthfuJness, though 
it may effectively dim its outward ex- 
pression. A God in his Becoming is 
a God in a relative state of Being at 
every point. The physical body largely 
expresses this aspect of a God’s unfold- 
ment. 

Becoming, as differentiated from Being, 
is the keynote of the body of desire. 
Youth dynamic. Youth in streaming 
movement, Youth flowing. Youth radiat- 
ing. The earlier stages, in which 
craving dominates, wiU reduce the 

power of this vehicle to comparative 
insignificance, and debase desire into 

slavery. But when these have been 

transcended, desire, at last free, wiU 
become aspiration, and feelings and 

emotions will enter into the very heart 
of pure Becoming, soaring to the heights 
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and spreading to infinite distances. A 
God, however much in Being, is a God 
in a state of Becoming at every point. 
The desire body largely expresses this 
aspect of a God’s unfoldment. 

Being is the general, though certainly 
not the exclusive, note of the mind. 
Even the mountains of the mind, where 
are the peaks of Order, of Law, of 
Purpose and Design, are chairactcrized 
by a certain static nature which, of 
course, has its place as establishing the 
assurance of having achieved, the sense 
of changelessness and therefore of 
certainty, which must precede the 
development of that higher conscious- 
ness at the later levels of human 
unfoldment in which assurance finds 
satisfaction far more in seeking than 
in achieving. In the valleys of the 
mind, where Analysis and Synthesis 
abide, the state of Being is amply 
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evident, even though the result of a 
Becoming, a seeking. But in these 
outer worlds there is neither perfect 
rest nor perfect movement. 

There is obviously a very close asso- 
ciation. throughout all stages of human 
growth, between the physical body and 
what we are calling the body of desire. 
It is not, therefore, surprising that to- 
gether they should form a pair of 
complementary opposites — Being and Be- 
coming. Their inter-relation is constant, 
the body of Becoming dominating, of 
course, the body of Being. 

Similarly, there is a very close asso- 
ciation between the body of the mind 
and the vehicle embodying the next 
higher stage of consciousness, which I 
will call the “body" of the Intuition, or 
of Wisdom. 1 place the word “ body " 
within inverted commas, since in these 
regions we must think less of a form 
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and more of a radiating nucleus. But for 
the sake of convenience I retain the 
name appropriate to the lower vehicles. 

The “body " of the Wisdom-Intui- 
tion dwells mainly in the regions of 
Becoming, for it represents one of 
the special regions of flowing Truth ; 
but our acquaintance with it is 
far more incomplete even than with 
the lower vehicles which the soul sent 
forth into the outermost worlds to gain 
for him the rougher wealth. Humanity 
as a whole has the desire body very 
definitely functioning, though in a not 
inconsiderable portion of the human 
family the higher levels of the feelings 
auid emotions are but spasmodically 
contacted, Imrdly ever finally reached. 
The body of the mind is of course, part 
of the equipment of every human indi- 
vidual, but it lies almost, but not quite, 
fallow until the human Way has been 
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trodden for some time. Even now, 
among tliose in whom the mind is most 
developed, the higher reaches still await 
conquest. Tliose with the finest minds 
still know little of the real Order, the 
real Law, and the real Purpose of 
Life, as their writings often confess ; 
though signs arc not wanting today 
that these greater heights are about to 
be scaled in part. 

Only in the very few is the *' body ” 
of the Wisdom- Intuition actively and 
constantly functioning, though flashes 
from it illurrunc to very many their 
lower way, give them wisdom on occa- 
sions of urgency, and thus encourage 
them to know more so as to begin to 
grow wise. It encourages them to 
pass from the Being of Knowledge to 
the Becoming of Wisdom-Intuition. 

I do not feci at all competent to 
attempt the analysis of this " body ” 
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in tenns of senses, for I am conscious ' 
of treading on ground which only 
greater travellers and pioneers have ex- 
ploreii. But the nature of one special 
sense will, I think, give us at least 
some insight into a quality which dis- 
tinguishes the Wisdom -InUiition “ body ’* 
from the body of the mind, though it 
may need some explanation. 

Most characteristic of the ** body " 
of the Wisdom-Intuition is the sense of 
Identity, which purveys happiness to 
the soul in a dawning realization of 
what, for want of a better word, I 
can only call At-one-ness, an At-one- 
neas which has in it no element of 
the static, but is dynamic in its 
expanding urge. It is this dawn- 
ing realization which so often expresses 
itself in the mind or in the emotions in 
that flash of perception of some reality 
which wins instantaneous acceptance 
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by virtue of the <»3mpelling overtness 
of its truth. It towers high above all 
processes of mind or of feelings and 
emotions. and seems to come from 
another and a truer world, as in fact 
it does. It leaves ratiocination behind, 
and confronts directly, without the inter- 
vention of desire c«r reasoning, the indi- 
vidual and his dynamic Reality. 

The desire body deals wnth feelings 
and emotions. The mind body deals 
with knowledge. But the " b<Kly ” of die 
Wisdom-Intuition deals with wisdom ; 
and wisdom is the story of things as 
they are, in perpetual unfoldment, not 
an essay on things as they look, 

which at best is knowledge. And 
the story has as its motif, its plot, 

the fact of universal and expanding 
Identity, the fact that individual life 
in any part of the whole is identi- 
cal in quality, though not necessarily 
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in development, with the life in any 
other part, and participates in the 
universal movement. 

As soon as we have reached the 
stage of being definitely able to identify 
our own life in the life animating ail 

forms around us, we are beginning to 

acquire wisdom. But it will be clear 
how important a part knowledge plays, 
especiaJly the higher knowledge, in 
drawing us near to wisdom, since 
before we can become self-conscious 
in the sense of universal and ex- 

panding Identity we must have reached 
a certeun definite development in the 
use of the senses of Order, of Law 

and of f^urpose, common as these arc 

to all Life. To begin to achieve a 
glimpse everywhere of the expanding 
universality of Order, Law and Pur- 
pose is the direct approach to the 

opening of the sense of Identity, for 


194 



GODS IN THE HEIGHTS 


there is a great Identity of all three, 
and all three function identically every- 
where. 

But well before we have ascend- 
ed to the threshold of this marvellous 
and dynamic sense, wisdom intimations 


come 

to 

US 

from time 

to time, 

messengers 

from 

this higher 

conscious- 

ness, 

and 

we 

call them 

intuitions. 

We receive an 

intuition as 

to some 

future 

occurrence. We gain an in- 

tuition 

as 

to 

what should 

be our 

course 

of 

action 

on some special occa- 

sion. 

We 

have 

an intuition 

as to the 


relative truth-values of various postulates. 
An intuition comes to us as to some 
happening to a friend. All these are 
messages from this realm of wisdom, 
in which all things are in their eternities, 
in which the One Life from above 
finds its final and comparatively clear 
and unified reflection before passing 
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downwards into the regions of lately 
unrelieved diversity. 

Past, present and future in this realm 
are one. Truth lives here in its quality 
of expanding Identity, of being one and 
the same everywhere and in everything, 
and at all times, and of being in a 
condition of ceaseless unfolding. Through ‘ 
the lower bodies man feels and reasons 
up towards this truth of expanding Iden- 
tity, which is one of the qualities of pure 
wisdom. And as man feels and reasons 
up, so does truth now and then flash 
down, and a flzish of truth suddenly 
illumines his way, often even in apparent- 
ly trivial details. I might indeed have 
said that truth flashes out, instead of 
using the phrase “ flashes down ”, for 
truth interpenetrates all life and all 
forms, and the intuition which seems 
to come down as a bolt from the blue 
is in fact within us. 
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How b it that from time to time a 
flash from somewhere rightly teib us 
that some one b dead, something will 
happen, such course of action will 
produce such effects, such decision 
should be adopted ? Because the flash 
comes from a realm, os I have just 
said, which includes the past, the present 
and no less the future, and therefore 
embodies the element of the future, 
reflects it, discloses it. Similarly, thb 
realm knows no dbtinction of space as 
we know space, just tis it knows all 
three “ times " and more, while we 
know, for the most part, only two. 
A happening far away b not a far- 
away happening in this realm of Truth. 
So, when flashes come from it, they 
are flashes which take no account of 
time or space. And since the soul 
has hb dwelling-place in these higher 
regions and in regions more exalted 
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still, now and then is he able to 

flash down to a vehicle an utgent 

me^eige as to the course he desires 

to be taken in certain exceptional, and 
presumably important, circumstances. He 
may be telling us what to do, or 

even what has happened, or is going 
to happen ; though flashes need not 
necessarily come direct from him. Some 
day we shall live in such a world, and 
these intermittent flashes will multiply 
to be our constant and restless Light. 

In the mind we begin to realize the 
fact of Order universal, the fact of 
Law universal, the fact of Puqpose 
universal. Mounting a stage higher in 
consciousness this realization becomes 
more intimate and we begin to know 
their nature and to understand all three 
as one, and one no less the Universe 
which is their field. The exercise of 
the senses of the body of desire— 
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reverence, goodwill and understanding, 
compassion — also leads directly to the 
opening of the sense of the Identity, 
for in all three dwells a wonderful 
realization of Identity. 

How much more wonderful becomes 
the idea of Order when we illumine 
it with the Truth of Identity, and 
perceive that every particle of Life is 
moving slowly but surely on its ap- 
pointed way, in perfect order to a 
perfect and growing destiny. How majes- 
tic does Law appear when in the truth 
of Identity we perceive it to be one 
and indivisible, universal and beneficent. 
How marvellous docs Purpose appear, 
when we realize that there is but One 
Purpose for all forms and modes of 
Life, a Purpose inexorable but magic- 
ally, though indeed mysteriously, self- 
determined as to each individuality 
reflecting it. 
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Sxarely this ** body ** of wisdom, of 
intuition, at least needs watchfulness on 
the part of parents and teachers, in 
case, though necessarily rarely, a clukl, 
having reached this level in a previous 
life, quickly attains it in this. We 
should be on the look-out for intuitions, 
and for signs of the sense of Identity 
being at work, for they are rare and 
precious, and might be stifled either by 
carelessness or ignorance. A child who 
possesses an unaccountable gentleness 
and understanding, an unaccountable re- 
finement in his mode of living, a 
strange tenderness towards animals and 
I^ants, an unusual compassion for weak- 
ness and sonow, a rare spirit of joy 
in making his surroundings happy, may 
well be a child who really knows all 
our knowledge can teach him, for he 
abides even in these outer worlds in 
the wisdom of the world of the intuition. 
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in which we know face to face, and 
not, aa through reasoning, darkly. 

The expression of this sense of ex- 
panding Identity lies in these very 
qualities I have just been mentioning, 
and indeed do these manifest the spirit 
of wisdom as compared with the 
most extensive erudition in terms of 
knowledge. An individual may be 
clever. From cleverness he may pass 
onwards to learning. From learning he 
may pass onwards to deep and 
unexampled erudition, and may be 
termed a genius. But, having written 
his essay on things as they seem 
to be, with the help of flashes of 
things as they are in their eternal Be- 
coming — this is a kind of genius — he 
then heis to learn to see and know 
things aa they arc in such eternal Be- 
coming ; and the signs of such wisdom 
are manifest in his own active reverence 
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here in the outer world, in hi» own 
active goodwill, in his own active com- 
passion, towards his other selves in 
other forms and in other kingdoms. 
Such is a mode of wisdom in terms 
of its quality of expanding Identity. 

Even this far-distant realm of con- 
sciousness hais its lower and its higher 
reaches. But we may well rest satisfied 
to take the first steps in wisdom, and 
be thankful for such flashes therefrom as 
now and then find their way to us. 
When the time comes, when at last 
we are entering into the Kingship 
of the higher levels of physical, desire 
and ment£kJ consciousness, when weaJth 
is pouring into the soul from these his 
companies of Youth -seekers, when in 
these regions the Spirit of Youth begins 
to reign unchallenged, and heaven is 
at last beginning to be perceived as 
heaven really is, then is it time for the 
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soul to send forth another company to 
hunt for fortunes in the field of wis- 
dom with the aid of the wealth 
garnered by the lower vehicles. But 
how evident it is becoming that 
the more we unfold the more truly 
young we become. How sparkling wnth 
Youth is this kingdom of Wisdom 
which makes Life happy because it 
makes Life one. 

Yet let us not foi^tet, though lost 
indeed among these splendours of great 
heights beyond our present climbing, 
that to heights there seems no end, 
and that the attainment of one summit 
but discloses to us infinitely desirable 
summits beyond. 

Can we not conceive of a realm of 
consciousness which, as it were, sums 
up all the realms below, welding them 
into an unfathomable perfection of 
Being which is Bibs from one point 
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of view and glorious Light from an- 
other ? Hindu philosophy recognizes such 
a realm, calling it Nirvana, as it 
recognizes no less the wisdom-intuition 
realm, calling it Buddhi, and realms 
beyond even this region of Bliss and 
Light. Can we not conceive of such a 
realm as one into which the essence 
of all regions below is, as it were, 
distiUed, and to which distillation is 
added its own unique and different 
wealth ? We might associate with the 
vehicle of Bliss, though as regards 
such lofty regions the idea of form is 
still more incongruous than in the case 
of the ’* body " of Wisdom -intuition, the 
sense of Unity and iUumination, as we 
have associated with the vehicle of 
wisdom the sense of Identity, Unity 
being Identity in perfect realization. ^ 
But we are already trespassing in 
strata of consciousness far beyond our 
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reach, and onJy for the sake of com- 
pleting the picture do 1 dare to make 
mention of that plane of veritable and 
pure Becoming which is glonous in an 
apotheosis of Becoming and therefore 
of Power, of Movement in its deeper 
majesty. Its sense is Will, but a Will 
of which none of us can hope for 
lives to come to have the slightest 
conception, for it directly reflects the 
Will of God, and in this realm dwell 
Gods. 

MarveBous indeed would it be il in 
the world were a single child free in 
this supreme region. He would be a 
Saviour, a King, of the world in very 
truth ; and no teacher on earth coukl 
give Him education. He has all 
education. 

Few children are there, for the matter 
of that, -to contact the stage of 
Bliss below. Yet let us remember 
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that these realms exist, and that 
when the body of the mind, the 
body of desire, and the physical body, 
are functioning in comparative perfection, 
even then we are only at the be- 
ginning of our pilgrimage to Divinity. 

Where, then, does the soul dwell, 
that soul which sends forth in every 
field of consciousness sowers of seeds 
and reapers of harvests > Is the souFs 
abode on these stupendous heights ? 
The answer must be “Yes”. On 
these heights he dwells, in the splen- 
dour proper to such regions, and on 
heights nobler still. But while the 
wezdth and power on every plane of 
conscioxisness is his to have, he must 
reach out to take it. He has all the 
capital he needs, but its purpose and 
use and fulfilment is investment ; not 
only that it may bring returns from 
every field, but also that it may 
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increase the very capital itself, both as 
to quality and as to quantity. The 
soul in his beginning, and the soul 
at the end of his pilgrimage in 
the human kingdom, are one and 
the same, yet, by reason of the 
evolutionary unfoldment, are at two 
very different levels of growth. The 
individuality behind the child and the 

individuality behind the man towards 

the close of an earthly incau-nation are 
one and the same. But they too are 
different in that at the end the in- 

dividuality is, or should be, younger, 
more full of the Fire of Youth, than 
he wais in the beginning. At the end 
of a great pilgrimage, even though 
innumerable other pilgrimages lie be- 

fore him, the soul is younger, which is 
to say more full of power, of wisdom, 
of fire, of. peace, than he wais in the 
beginning, even though in very truth 
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all these are ever his potentially. 
They are always his in cmlwyo, 
potentially, lying uninvested. They may 
be but seeds, but they arc pregnant 
with flowerdom. They must be sent 
forti! from their One into their Many. 
Thus are they invested. Thus do they 
flower. Thus do they return home to 
their soul bearing mighty Gfts of 
Youth, Gifts which some day the soul, 
become a God, shall bestow upon 
other Life Asleep to awaken it to its 
Divinity. God has done this for us. 
Some day we shall do the same for 
Life such as we were long ago. 

Therefore, the eternal nature of the 
soul must needs be restless within' 
itself, for the fire of its nature is a 
spark of that almighty Fire which, in 
divine restlessness, fashions time and 
space and worlds and universes that 
Fire shall live in them. The soul most 
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be ever restless till he too shall fashion 
time and space and worlds and uni- 
verses that Fire shall live in them. 
Therefore must he know all these in 
all their modes, and in all their 
moods. So sends he forth his messen- 
gers to bring back to him the wealth 
that is Life, that he may become and 
be a God and do the things which 
Gods alone can do. 

Forth go these messengers right to 
the very circumferences of life, to its 
remotest distances. They set up in 
business. We see everywhere and in 
aU kingdoms innumerable messengers 
from innumerable souls gathering mate- 
rial from the mineral mode of con- 
sciousness. Here, to our present eyes at 
all events, the messengers to the physical 
mode of consciousness begin, while mes- 
sengers tq. other modes await their turn, 
sleeping until they are awakened to 
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work. We see innumerable messengers 
from innumerable souls gathering material 
from the vegetable mode of conscious- 
ness, and the messengers responsiUc 
for the wealth of feelings and emotions 
must begin to bestir themselves, f<» 
desire is soon to awaken. The messen- 
gers responsible for the wealth of the 
mind may sleep on. But the hard- 
worked messengers responsible for the 
wealth of physical plane matter are 
almost working over -time. 

We see innumerable messengers from 
innumerable souls gathering material 
from the animal mode of consciousness, 
and here the desire messenger must be 
at work in his general, though not in 
his specialized, business. The mind 
messenger should begin to bestir him- 
self in the case of the kings of the 
animal kingdom, since these, may be 
ready for a faint dawning of mind. 
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And then in the human mode of 
consciousness, whiie all the other mes- 
sengers are already hard at work, the 
mind messenger now begins regular and 
steady work, though still, in the early 
stages, he can achieve but little. At the 
end of the human kingdom all these 
messengers should have produced, will 
have produced, their full quota of 
wealth from these lower worlds, and 
the soul will indeed be rich in Youth 

of physical body, in Youth of feelings 
and emotions, in Youth of mind. And 
when the summits of the human king- 
dom are being approached it will be 
time for the wisdom messenger, and 

much later on for the light or bliss 
messenger, to start ameissing the wealth 
they are appointed to discover in the 

fields of Wisdom and of Bliss. But 

all will Jbe hard at work when the 
human kingdom has been transcended. 
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and perhaps other messengers also will 
begin to enrich the soul in ways be- 
yond OUT ken, from weaJth in fields 
beyond our vision. 

Thus is a God at work in his 
Becoming on these higher planes of 
Life, building a glorious heaven in 
their material. 

And down here in school, in coUege» 
and in university, we are ourselves at 
work, teachers are at work, and in 
the homes parents are at work — doing 
what ? 
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GODS FINDING THEMSELVES 

It is a very strange but wonderful 
fact, for the most part undisccmed by 
the world in its present stage of evolu- 
tion, that from the very beginning of the 
great Journey towards Self-Realization 
each individuality-spark sent forth from 
the Fire of Being- Becoming has entered 
on a Way which leads to most re- 
markable ends, if ends there be. 

Self-Realization is no static condition 
of absorption in Bliss and Ekatacy. It 
undoubtedly is Bliss and Exstacy, 
Wisdom and Truth, Power and Aspira- 
tion, but all these in a very speciaJized 
mode of, active manifestation, of omni- 
potent Creativeness. 
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From the sublimest macrocosm down 
to the tiniest microcosm, everywhere 
there is Government — Self-Government 
from one point of view, in the light of 
the Unity of all Life, but from another 
point of view it is an external Govern- 
ment, maintaining Order, administering 
Law, and fulfilling Purpose. It is an 
external Government in the sense of 
the More watching over the Less, 
while the Less so remains. It is an 
extemjil Government in the sense of 
Parents watchful over their children. This 
Government consists of great Depart- 
ments, each embodying a fundamental 
aspect or quality of the evolutionary 
process. And each Depaurtment is 
manned by those highly evolved souls 
who, having acquired weadth immcasur- 
aUe, having gradually learned to 
spedalize in the workings of the 
Department to which they have been 
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accre<iiteci from the beginning of time, 
though unconsciously until a late rtage 
of unfol<Jment, have become Masters in 
their pure embodiment of its special 
life ; and arc therefore highly competent 
to aid it in its purpose, which is to 
help to administer Order, Law and 
Purpose for the service of evolving Life. 

In terms of the functioning of the 
Department to which they belong they 
are actual embodiments of Order, of 
Law and of Purpose, so that, working 
with Life supremely consciously where 
the rest of us at our lower levels 
still work compju’atively unconsciously, 
they are able to be conscious distribu- 
tory channels for its flowing and 
unfolding. They are Agents of Order, 
of Law, of Purpose. They are Minis- 
ters of State, Heads or Principals in 
the great^ Departments of the World- 
State. 
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Now the important fact, as I 
have already observed, is that horn 
the very beginning each and every 
individuality is destined to membership 
of one or another of these Depart- 
ments, so that while for aeons he will 
be a sleeping partner in the Depart- 
ment to which by his special nature 
he belongs, some day, when he has 
achieved the kingship of the human 
kingdom, he will become an active 
director in such Department, probably 
after serving a long apprenticeship as he 
enters the last stages of unfoldment in 
the human kingdom. 

Let us sec if even now we can 
discern the nature of some of these 
Departments, so that we ourselves may 
learn something of that to which we 
have to look forward ; and may 
perchance perceive in ourselves and 
in thc^ around us at least some 
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<lim signs of the Department to which 
we eternally belong, and of mem- 
bership of which we become increas- 
ingly conscious as we attain the 
highest reaches of the human king- 
dom. At first, of course, we shaU 
have to be content to guess and to 
imagine. But the more we grow in 
deepening irisight and widening experi- 
ence the sooner shall we become 
acquainted with our real selves and 
our individual destinies, and thus shall be 
able the more scientifically to fit our- 
selves for effective participation in the 
government of this or of some other 
world. 

Let me suggest the following Depart- 
ments, following a very undent dassi- 
fication, without prejudice to the fact of 
there being many more. 

First, the Department which corresponds 
to the region of the Will as such, of 
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which I wrote in the preceding Chapter. 
It is the Department of Will in Kingship, 
the Department in charge of ruling and 
governing, in charge of the general 
guidance of races, nations, political 
conditions. It is specially concerned, 
therefore, with the human kingdom, 
though it adso hats its special sway 
over all evolving life. Members of 
this Department are the real Oder 
Statesmen and spiritual Kings of this 
world. Agents of the Great Purpose, 
or Plan, or Design, in its aspect 
of Government. AU outer world govern- 
ments, general national affairs, inter- 
national relations, the general growth 
of peoples, fall within the purview of 
this Department. It administers Order, 
Law and Purpose in so far as these 
work within its jurisdiction. It adminis- 
ters the Plan in terms of Will in 
Government. 
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But it should be dearly understood 
in the case of this as of all other 
Departments that the sway of each is 
no tyranny, no absolute despotism, but 
an agency of unfolding Life and of the 
mighty Powers that make for Righteous- 
ness and Growth. As each helpis to 
administer the Order of Life, the Law 
of Life, the Purpose of Life, it takes 
into precious and tender account the 
Freedom of each evolving individuality 
in every kingdom of nature. It takes 
into account the Divinity of each, so 
that while it guides to achievement it 
never forces to compliance. The Gods 
who have Become are inconceivably 
reverent to every God in his Becom- 
ing, respecting his individual Freedom, 
but co-operating with his Eternal 

wai. 

All w{;»o govern, administer, rule, 
have some contact with this great 
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Department of Will in Government, the 
nature of such contact depending upon 
the extent to which they are awaken- 
ing to conscious relationship with TTiose 
who are their real Ellders. 

Second, the Department which corres- 
ponds to the region of the Wisdom- 
intuition, of which also I wrote in the 
preceding Chapter. It is the Depart- 
ment of Will in Wisdom, the Depart- 
ment in cheirge of the religions of the 
world, in charge of teaching. It may 
be called the Department of Elducation, 
with a range infinitely wider than any 
of its pale and twisted reflections in 
the outer world. All giving of Truth 
to the world is in gcneraJ charge of 
this Department, and all great Teachers 
are Messengers from it. It administers 
the Plan in its aspect of Teaching, in 
terms, of course, of Order, Law and 
Purpose. 
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All who serve religions, who are 
teachers, who have to do with educa- 
tion, have some contact with this preat 
Department, but such contact depends 
upon their real enlightenment, as sug- 
gested above. 

Third, a Department which it is very 
difficult to describe, for it has no 
recognizable correspondences in the outer 
world as have the two preceding Depart- 
ments. It is the Department of Will 
in a specialized mode of highly scientific 
activity. Its members, therefore, are 
great Scientists, Artists and Philosophers. 
In general, it guides and directs certain 
great influences, some cosmic, some 
planetary, some earthly, and others of 
various sources and types, which form 
an integral part of the evolutionary 
process and profoundly affect the 
growth qf every individual Ufe. It 
administers the Plan in terms of 
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certain forces which would appear 

to us to be of a highly abstract 
nature, so that we might regard 

it as the Department of Activity in 
Creative Abstract Science, just as 

a later Depautment may be regard- 
ed as the Department of creative 
Concrete Science. 

Thus does it administer Order, Law, 
Purpose, and in these the Plan, in 
their aspect of an Abstract Science 
exceedingly difficult for us to under- 
stand, so highly metaphysical to us, 

and beyond our present reach alto- 
gether, yet in fact so definite to those 
who are wise. 

Those who are philosophers of a 
special type, scientists exploring in the 
higher abstractions, and certain types 
of artists engaged in special modes of 
creative activity, have sotire contact 
with this Department. 
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Fourth, the Department of Adjustment, 
wherein wwk Those who are specially 
concerned with the adjustment of Life’s 
forces as these more or less ordinarily 
express themselves in this world of 
oturs. They are engaged in evoking, 
amidst all the prevailing discord, dis- 
order, chaos, confusion of Life in 
diversity as it moves on its separative 
and often warring way, the Truth of 
Harmony, of Order, of Cosmos. This 
Department, therefore, admirusters Will 
in Adjustment, in terms of Order. Law 
and Purpose, thus serving the Plan 
in the field of Activity in Creative 
Adjustment. 

All in whom is strongly marked the 
harmonizing influence, in whom is 
power to evoke real adjustments, not 
just those of a temporary and super- 
ficial natgre, have some contact with 
this Department, but the strength of 


223 



GODS /N THE BECOMING 

the contact depends upon the wisdom, 
not merely the knowledge, at their 
disposal. 

Its members are also those who are 
engaged in a specialized mode of 
scientific activity, for adjustment de- 
mands the scientific spirit. They must 
be able to enter into the very spirit 
of Life in its varied forms in these 
outer worlds. They must know intimate- 
ly both sunshine and storm, must 
have learned, often through lMtt<»^ 
experience, to turn storms into sun- 
shine and to protect sunshine against 
the advent of storm. Here again, this 
Department covers a field about which 
our information is distinctly meagre, but 
scientific philanthropy is a characteristic 
of its lower stages. 

Fifth, the Department of Will in 
Knowledge, wherein work Those who 
are specially Masters of Truth as 
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}Cnowle<lge, as in the Second Department 
work Those who are specially Masters 
of Truth as Wisdom. Life’s Agents in 
this Department attend to the diss- 
emination of pure knowledge, so that 
through knowledge man may ascend 
into wisdom. This is the Department 
of Thought, or Intellect. It is, of course, 
also a Department of specialized scien- 
tific activity. 

Thus is the Plan served through this 
Department in terms of Order, L^w 
and PurpKJse in the field of Activity in 
Creative Knowledge. 

Those who pursue knowledge directly 
have contact with this Department, and 
often that which they may call inspira- 
tion will come their way — 'flashes of 
illumination directed by members of this 
Department. 

Sisth, ^e Department of Will in Crea- 
tive wherein work Those who 
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have the special capacity to gtiide and 
excilt the feelings and emotions of living 
things. This is the Department of Desire 
in its perfect nature, or we might call it 
the Department of Fire, once again a De- 
partment of specialized scientific activity. 

Thus in terms of Creative Activity 
in Aspiration under Order, Law and 
Purpose is the Plan served. 

Those in whom saintliness and the 
spirit of devotion arc specially marked, 
but a devotion that is fiery and strong, 
have contact with this Department. 
Every religion has an aspect specially 
connected vrith this Department. 

Seventh, the Department of Will in 
Creative Activity in terms of the Arts, 
of Beauty, of Spiritual Magic, of 
real Ceremonial. Those who are 
specially Masters of Beauty in its 
creative aspects work in this department, 
largely for the cultural wellbeing of tiM 
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world. They are Artists, Workers of 
Magic, Messengers of Beauty. 

Thus is the Plan served through 
Creative Activity, in certain specialized 
modes of expression as suggested above, 
in perfect fulfilment of Order, Law and 
Purpose. 

Most artists, uiung this word in its 
truest and widest sense, have contact 
with this Department, though in fact, 
of course, there are artists of one type 
or of another in each Department. 

It will probably have been noticed 
that these last five Dep2utments have all 
been characterized as Departments of 
Creative Activity, though the other two 
are no less creative, but in modes 
different from those of the remaining 
five. Thus the First Department re- 
presents Will, the Second Wisdom, and 
the remaning Five Activity — the great 
Trinity of real Government. 
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Side by side widi these seven 
Departments is the Department of WiD 
in Angelic Life, which, in reality, is a 
whole world in itself, with its own 
various Departments of Administration. 
But for our present purposes we may 
look upon it as part of the general 
world Administration, as indeed it is, 
with its own unique and beautiful 
functions, interpenetrating the life of 
hiunanity, and of kingdoms of nature 
leading to humanity, but having its own 
distinct evolutionary Order, Law and 
Piirpose within the all*embracing Plan. 
Were there more mutual co-operation 
between the Life culminating in humanity 
and the Life culminating in the Angelic 
mode of evolution the wodd would be 
a far happier place. Angels and Men I 
Brothers in Life’s family of evolving lives. 

It must be pointed out that these 
seven divisions in the great Govenunent 
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ol the world are only crudely described, 
and without doubt inaccurately. Each 
would need a member in its own 
ranks, and at least a volume ol some 
size, to be truly explained ; lor each is 
engaged in lar more complicated work, 
and is composed cd members ol lar 
mcMre widely divergent genius, than 
has been indicated above. I am 
very conscious ol my own shortcomings 
in attempting a description ol that 
which to me must remain largely iiules* 
cribable. 

Further, these Deprutments are so 
much one indivisible Government that a 
member ol one Department inevitably 
possesses in a substantial measure 
the qualities and capacities indicated 
as specially the mark ol each 
ol the other Departments. He will 
be a genius ol a very high order 
on his own particular line, but he w^ 
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be weO endowed with the (acuities 
exercised by the members o( every 
other line. If I may say so without 
irreverence, he will be a Jack of all 
the “ trades ”, and Master of one at least, 
the “ trade " in which his own particular 
Depzutment is engaged in its service of 
the Inner Government, the Real Govern- 
ment of the world. 

Now all this must at first seem very 
obscure and hardly germane to the 
subject of this book. Yet in fact each 
of these Departments represents a great 
apotheosis of an aspect of the Spirit 
of Youth, of a God in his Becoming, 
and a knowledge of them is essential 
to all real, that is to say, scientific, 
education. It is of the highest impor- 
tance to know with increasing exactitude 
whither we are going, what we are 
becoming, the nature of our individual 
Godbood, who we really are. 
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In truth, these various Departments 
with their specialized work and their 
specialized workers have their reflections 
in evolving Life from its earliest awaken- 
ing from unmanifestation. It would be 
wonderful if we could trace their respec- 
tive and distinctive qualities through miner- 
al, vegetable and animal kingdoms, if 
we could perceive with clearness in every 
human individual the particular Depart- 
ment towards membership of which he 
is wending his long way. It would be 
wonderful if we could trace through 
the whole Universe itself these great 
qualities of Life, apprehending them in 
their cosmic manifestations. 

But we can at least recognize their 
shadows in the varying temperaments 
which more obviously differentiate one 
human being from another after he has 
reached ^ a certain stage of human de- 
velopment. Modern western psychology 
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18 groping after these in its attempt at 
temperamental <iistinctions. But it has not 
gone very far. Elastem psychology » in 
fact far in advance. 

Let us, then, pursue a little further Umt 
temperamental characteristics, to be per- 
ceived in children and others down 
here, which reflect to some extent, in 
all probability, the great qualities dif- 
ferentiating these various Departments. 

Taking the First Department, the 
Department of Will, we find in rulers, 
in statesmen, in great organizers, in 
leadership of the commanding type, in 
the fighting type, in those who arc of 
the pioneer nature, in the hero type, 
individusdities which pcmibly, but by no 
means certainly, will some day become 
candidates for membership of this First 
Department. 

It must always be borne in mind that 
in each nngle individuality dwell qualities 
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appropriate to each Department. He is 
seven -foH, even though one -pointed. It 
is, therefore, diificuk to detemnine if a 
particular mood or temperamental ap- 
pearance is part of his rainbow of 
charsurteristics, or is indeed a shadow 
of the quality of the Department to 
which he dominantly belongs. 

in any case, do we not in a school 
or college find students reflecting, even 
though feeUy, the various qualities 

indicated in these First Department 

t3rpes } I think such students are rare, 
but very outstanding when they exist, 
for they tend to be very positive, 
forthgoing, and often display in tiresomte 
obstinacy the weaknesses which corres- 
pond to the qualities. They are always 
leaders. They must needs dominate. 

They go, and the rest do the beat 
they cai^ to follow. They «we stormy 
petrels, reckless, heedless of rules and 
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regulations, but very loving and very 
lovable. And they live fine lives, 
generous and chivalrous lives, even 
though they often create their own 
storms, and countless obstacles. They 
will be the nation’s lighting men, strong 
men, selfless but determined leaders, 
when their time comes. But they may 
or may not be good at examinations, 
for they belong to a race which exa- 
minations know not, nor most teachers. 

Once we feel we have recognized such 
a type we shall know what to do to 
help it to develop its appropriate 
qualities, to transmute its appropriate 
weaknesses, and to empheisize in due 
measure the qualities of the types to 
which the individucd does not happen 
dominantly to belong. We know he 
cannot express one type and no other. 
He must reflect them all — qne domi- 
nantly, and all the rest sub-dominantly, 
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in varying degrees. We must help 
him to be both all-round and one- 
pointed. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are selfish Ambition, Arrogance, 
Obstinacy. Corrective qualities are Ten- 
derness, Humility, Patience. Defects 
often overshadow their corresponding 
qu2Jities in the earlier stages. We pass 
through special modes of ignorance be- 
fore we reach their complementeu’y and 
opposite modes of wisdom. 

In the case of the Second Depart- 
ment, the Depeurtment of Wisdom, we 
find in real teachers, in real priests, in 
leadership in a special mode of inspira- 
tion, in those who are very wise 
rather than very leeu-ned, in those 
who radiate the glorious calm of great 
heights, in those who have learned to 
be in a» very wondrous way all things 
to all men, individueJities which eu’e 
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possibly, but by no means certainly, 
candidates for membership of diis Second 
Department. 

Do we not in school or college find 
just a few students in some measure 
reflecting this type > They are in a way 
less outstanding than their brethren who 
may be moving towards the First Way, 
for in them is less of the Poise of Acdv* 
ity and more of the Rep>ose of Peace. 
We feel that about them there is a 
certain depth of living, a certain calm 
amidst all circumstances, a breadth of 
understanding, a power of very effective 
helpfulness, which we shall not notice 
in students who have all those ngns 
of cleverness which teachers so much 
appreciate. These young people have 
in them the power of leadership as 
have their Wethren moving towards the 
First Department, but their leadership is 
more usually from within as that of 
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their brethren who are possibly growing 
in terms of Will is almost always 
from the front. They are shining Light, 
while their brethren are beckoning Stars. 
They may not be good at examina- 
tions, for they have in them wisdom 
rather than knowledge, and our exami- 
nations are in the main tests of memory 
and of a quick grasp of the so-called 
facts presented to it Examinations are 
certainly no test whatever of wisdom, or 
of those qualities which constitute Youth 
and the Spirit of Youth. These possible 
aspirants to service in the Second De- 
partment dwell, even in the youth of 
their vehicles, in regions which no exa- 
minations can really touch, for they, too, 
are of a race which cx^mrunation8 know 
not, nor most teachers. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are^ Haughtiness, Self-Will, G>kl- 
ness, Sccnm, Indifference to others. 


237 



GODS IN THE BECOMING 

Gwrective qualities are G>mpa8sion and 
Understanding. 

The Third Department we find repre- 
sented in the abstract philosophic type 
of student, in the creative recluse type 
which lives in a world of its own and 
is busy in that world, dreaming, seek- 
ing, probing, but doing all these actively 
in its inner world of living, restless to 
understand the hidden forces of life 
and to wield them. When older, such 
students are almost certain to be- 
come interested in Astrology, and in all 
other sciences which have to do with 
those forces of nature which seem to 
work as it were behind the scenes. 
These students have great power of 
adaptability because it is their nature 
to seek everywhere, and to manipulate, 
the vast numbers of influences and 
forces which play upon every; point of 
Life from countless directions, and in a 
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measure stream forth from every point. 
They must know how to be all things 
to all forces, so that they may be 
commanders of forces. Individuals pre- 
paring for work in this Department 
are learning to become wielders of 
special, more abstruse and more cosmic 
forces, just as a member of the 
Fourth Department is concerned with 
forces the influences of which can be 
more or less readily perceived to be at 
work in the outer world. 

1 doubt if we should be able to 
recognize students as being of this 
particular type, for they, too, are rare, 
and tend to be removed from active 
contact with these outer regions, at all 
events in their earlier years. They develop 
late, and seem somewhat out of the ordin- 
ary perspective, dreamy, fanciful, strange. 
The present type of education is likely 
to pass them by, as it must also often 
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pass by those who are at last begin- 
ning to show signs of the qualities either 
of the First or Second Departments. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are Ostentation, Pride, Cynicism, 
Indolence, Aloofness. Corrective qualities 
are Devotion, Exactitude, Sympathy. 

Often, special types of individuality 
unfold late in any particular incarnation. 
They may awaken some time after 
school and college life is over, and 
exhibit no specirdly outstanding char- 
acterises to the view of parent or 
teacher. Yet not infrequently there is a 
something about them which, as it were, 
sets them apart from others. 

The Fourth Department we find re- 
presented in those who are ardent seek- 
ers of Harmony — it is the Department 
of Harmony — and strive to bring it about 
by means of constructive and cq-operative 
adjustments of existing conditions. This 


240 



GODS FINDING THEMSELVES 


particular Department would seem to 
be in the nature of a liciison Depart- 
ment, co-ordinating into a harmonious 
and beautiful whole the work done by 
the three Departments on either side 
of it. Those who are working towards 
it take things as they are and make 
the best of them in very wonderful 
ways. In magic ways, though not 
magically in the usual sense of this 
word, they evoke, even from the most 
turbulent and disturbed conditions, that 
inherent harmony which is never absent 
though often clouded o’er by the pale 
cast of ignorance and its cliildren of 
sepauativeness, pride and antagonism. 

TTiis Fourth Department is one of 
the most difficult of approach, for it is 
evident that harmony is very far from 
being chwacteristic of the world in 
which we live, and the disappoint- 
ments must be many and bitter, while 
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the achievements will be few and 
far between. TTiose who are intent on 
harmony must surely know more storms 
in life than sunshine, and will traverse 
the whole gamut of emotional and 
mental disturbances before they are 
ready to enter the calm regions of 
power wherein dwell and function the 
true Meisters of Harmony, 

Yet such catastrophic experience has 
its great value, for it causes contact 
with the widest diversities of discord 
and ugliness. Those who have known 
darkness most know best both the 
glory of Light and how to cause it 
wisely to illumine sJl dark places of 
whatever nature. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are Impulsiveness, violent Temper, 
disordered Versatility. Corrective qualities 
are Serenity and Elquilibrium of physical 
body, de^res and mind. 
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Coming to the Fifth Department, we 
find ourselves amidst more familiar 
scenery, for while in its highest stages 
it is indeed beyond our understanding, 
down here all of us must have know- 
ledge — its field of work — though few 
of us will reach that power of know- 
ledge which those must fK)Ssess who 
would number themselves among the 
Greater Scientists. Still, the mind is 
one of the special objectives of man’s 
development, and each human being 
must, sooner or later, work hard at its 
unfoldmcnt. So, every student, every 
child, will be a subject of interest to 
the officials of this Fifth Department, 
and will receive from Them such help 
as he may be able to assimilate. 
The subjects of the curriculum familiar 
to us all are channels through which 
the lower knowledge is acquired, and 
there are other subjects which might 
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well be added for tbe acquirement 
of other and higher knowledge. TTicse 
will be added when, learning how to 
study more wisely, time will be found 
for much more research, and indeed 
for other lines of Youth development 
of vital, but so far unrecognized, im- 
portance. Possibly the very brilliant 
students may eventually be destined 
for actueJ servnce in this Fifth Depart- 
ment, especially if they show clear 
signs of being unusually scientific 
in type. Dull students will in due 
course become clever, and clever stu- 
dents will either become brilliant in 
Life as knowledge, or they may pass 
to other aspects of Life in manifesta- 
tion. But a student who is dull so far 
as knowledge is concerned may well be 
brilliant cilong some other line, especial- 
ly if obviously he be the reflection of 
an evolved soul. 
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Here we encounter the difficulty of 
estimating the characteristics which cause 
a soul unfolding to no matter what 
Department to merit the adjective 
“ evolved There is one word which 
covers all characteristics, and it is 
“ bigness There is, about an evolved 
soul, a bigness, a sense of power to 
be kingly under all circumstances, how- 
ever devastating, an absence of all 
pettiness and small-mindedness, of all 
small self-seeking, of all narrowness, 
of all domineering pride, of all carping 
and constant fault-finding, of all ill- 
naturedness. This is “ bigness ”, espe- 
cially if to it be added a high develop- 
ment of the senses of physical body, 
desire body and mind body, as already 
described, and thus a spirit of refine- 
ment and culture. Such bigness is 
more 05 less the same for every De- 
partment, allowing for certain inevitable 
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modifications according to the qual- 
ities each Department stresses. Purity 
of body, purity of desires, feelings and 
emotions, purity of mind — these con- 
stitute the foundations of bigness, and 
are signs of a soul entering the last 
stages of human development. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are Narrow-mindedness, Destmetive 
Criticism, Sense of Superiority. Correc- 
tive qualities are Reverence, Under- 
standing, Lauge -mindedness. The Roman 
stoics were well aware of these correc- 
tive qualities when they insisted on the 
virtues of Pietas, E^uanimitas, Magnani- 
mitas. 

TTie Sixth Department is of immense 
importance to humanity, for it deals 
with the tremendous power of Desire, 
a power which in its simplest forms of 
expression begins development at a 
very early stage of Life’s unfoldment. 
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Every student, every child, must indeed 
be of deep interest to officials of this 
Department, all the more because man’s 
infatuation with the new toy of the 
mind causes him inexcusably to neglect 
the guiding of unfolding Desire. How 
intent is modern education u{x>n what 
it calls knowledge. How criminally 
careless is modem education of those 
forces of Desire which play the 
dominant part in the lives of us all, 
and, M left uncontrolled, work havoc 
everywhere. 

Desires are mighty rivers of life, and 
they often overflow to cause destruction 
faur and wide. How often we ** play ** 
with the fire of De«re, bum our fingers, 
and cause desolating conflagrations. 

Where is there place in the curri- 
culum for the study of Desire ? 

In any case, this wonderful Sixth 
Department is controlled by those who 
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have become Masters of Desire, and 
therefore Kings of Aspiration, for they 
have fanned and guided the sparks of 
the Fire of Desire into great Flames 
of Purification and Creative Elxaltadon. 
And pale reflections dov^m here are 
those in whom dwells the spirit of 
devotion, of saintliness, of abiding as- 
piration. The devotee, no matter what 
the object of his devotion, is a fine 
example of this mode of Life’s unfold- 
ment. There are many young people, 
especially in the east, who display very 
beautifully this quality of devotion and 
aspiration ; and while it must become 
tempered with judgment, it has its beauty 
even when uncontrolled and reckless. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are Jealousy, Sectarianism, Into- 
lerance, Impulsiveness, Cruelty. Correc- 
tive qualities are Purity, Tolerance and 
Common-sense. 
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The Seventh Department is one 
which must intimately concern this new 
world of ours, opening upon a new 
age. Creative Activity, the development 
of the form side of life, the construc- 
tion of channels wherethrough Life may 
flow to appointed destinations, the in- 
vocation of flowers for the helping of 
the world, the bridging of the gulfs 
between the various kingdoms of nature, 
super-human, human, sub-human, and 
non-human — these are among the activi- 
ties of members of this Seventh Depart- 
ment. It is a Department which must 
now begin to play a role of increasing 
importance throughout the world, and 
we may expect a number of students 
to be beginning to display the special 
qualities manifested in so glorious a 
power by those who are masters of 
Creative Activity. As the world rein- 
carnates — the world war was its death 
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in its earlier form — the part to be 
played by such a Department as this 
is surely obvious. It reflects the creat- 
ive Spirit of Heaven, and Heaven lies 
about the infancy of this new world, 
as it lies about the infancy of an 
individual. Even in the midst of the 
hells we see about us. Heaven's creative 
messengers are at work to inspire the 
new world on its new way. 

Artists of various types, musicians, 
and others of a creative spirit, may 
belong to this Department, although 
artists of other types and those who 
have other modes of creative power 
may have their natural place in any 
of the other Departments, notably the 
Third, though also in all others. We 
are all artists, let it be realized, of one 
type or of another, although the matter 
for our fashioning may be of infinite 
variety. We are Gods, and Gods in 
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the Becoming, And God is no less 
Artist than Creator. He could not 
ercate as a God alone can, were 
He not Artist, or, for the matter of 
that, were He not Scientist, Supreme 
Aspirer, Omnipotent Adjuster, Master 
of all Forces, King of Wisdom and 
of Will. 

Defects in the earlier stages of this 
type are Orthodoxy, Hypocrisy, Self- 
esteem, Conceit, Bigotry. Corrective 
qualities are Graciousness, Harmony, 
Unity, Humility, Appreciation. 

In offering tentative assignments of 
different types of individual to one or 
another of the seven Departments it 
will, perhafM, have been noticed that I 
have not referred to the merchant, to 
the business man engaged in commerce 
and trade generally. He belongs, of 
course, to the third great Order — 
Activity, the other two Orders, it will 
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be remembered, being Will and Wisdom. 
Personally, 1 would place him among 
those who belong to the fifth Depart- 
ment, for he is expressing a very 
specialized form of knowledge, the 
Science of Material Living. Many 
business men, it is true, may be very 
far away from the attainment of this 
high standard. Yet their function is to 
be scientists who are engaged in the 
discovery of Truth in its aspect of 
Material Prosperity, the material well- 
being of all. They aure Priests of the 
Material Life, as there are Priests of 
the Non-Material Life. And who shall 
say which priesthood is the nobler, 
since material and non-material arc one ? 

In these days there is urgent need 
for a very great Priesthood of Material 
Prosperity, since the world will, 1 
trust, soon begin to realize^ the fact 
that the simple worship of Mother 
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Earth, asking from Her that which 
She will most readily give, not demand- 
ing in terms of avarice or greed or 
senseless luxury, can alone restore 
prosperity to the world. But members 
of such a Priesthood will never dis- 
honour their calling by cut-throat 
competition, by merciless commercial 
oppression, esp>ecially of the weak by 
the strong, or by a lust for vast 
fortunes and financial dictatorship. They 
will be priests in the service of all, 
inventing, constructing, collecting, distri- 
buting, adjusting, so that every citizen 
may have honourable work to do, 
honourable remuneration to receive, 
honourable life and leisure to enjoy, 
and honourable care in all misfortune. 
How wonderful commerce and business 
of all kinds might be if its splendid 
Code were reaJly understood and 
observed, as only the few understand 
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and observe it today. Indeed ought 
education to concern itself with this 
vital department of human life. 

Where do I place the debtor, the 
physician, the surgeon > He is the 
healer, and therefore scientist. Shall we 
place him in the Fifth Department, or 
shall we regard him as a priest of 
health, and assign him to the Second 
Department ? It is always difficult to 
fit the professions of the outer world 
to a specific Department, for each 
profession must needs possess qualities 
more or less si>ecific to more than one 
Department, just ais each Department 
itself is by no means a quality-tight 
compartment. For my own part I 
would regard the physician as in theory 
a member of the Second Department, 
though there may be many physicians 
in the outer world who belong other- 
wise, as there may be many lawyers. 
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i8 tKere may be many who happen 
o follow a profession appropriate to a 
special Department, but who in fact 
jclong neither to the Department nor 
o the profession. Our life down here 
is confused, for we are still groping in 
the darkness ; and our professions are 
by no means necessarily our souls’ 
vocations. But when Gods have be- 
come Gods the confusion ceases, and 
each God triumphant hears and utters 
the Voice of his Eternal Calling. 

Tliis subject of temperaments is as 
fascinating as it is important, and I 
am conscious that I have been dealing 
with it only in the most superficial 
manner. Its importance lies not merely 
in the truth it represents, but in the 
fact that the more, whether with regard 
to ourselves or to others, we distinguish 
between the relatively permanent and 
the relatively impermanent the more 
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accurate will become our estimate both 
of ourselves and of others. While it is 
true that a particular temperament may 
belong dominantly to a particular incar- 
nation rather than to the soul as the 
eternal factor constant in all incarnations, 
the more the soul advances towards 
his Youth the more will his own 
special nature shine forth through in- 
carnation after incarnation. And we 
may be sure that something of the 
eternal temperament will from time to 
time shine through the varying tempera- 
ments of time. 

I have referred already to the seven 
great Departments of State and to the 
temperaments appropriate to each. A 
simpler division is in the Hindu four- 
fold cleissification of Teacher, Warrior, 
Merchant, and the Worker who has no 
specific function such as one or another 
of the other three, but is for rhore general 
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service. Or there arc Rtiskin’s five 
great professions, which he relates to 
the service of the State. There is the 
SokHer to defend the State, the Pastor 
to teach it, the Physician to keep it 
in health, the Lawyer to enforce 
justice in it, and the Merchant to 
provide for it. Ruskin adds : " And 

the duty of all these men b, on due 
occamon, to die for it . . . the 

Soldier radter than leave his post in 
battle, the Physician rather than leave 
his post in plague, the Pastor rather 
than teach Falsehood, the Lawyer 
rather than countenance Injustice, and 
the Merchant . . .** presumably rather 
than cause the State to suffer from his 
improvidence. 

Tbinking of these various types of 
activity, I see how the Ruler, who 
belongs to the first Department, must 
be stroiig in the spirit of Law, of 
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Order and of Vision. I see how the 
Soldier, with identical membership, must 
be imbued with Chivalry and Courage. 
I see how the Priest who belongs to 
the second Department, must know the 
real meaning of Worship and be aglow 
with Aspiration. I see how the 
Teacher, with identical membership, 
must shine with Wisdom and Enthu- 
siasm. I see how the Lawyer, who 
also belongs to the second Department, 
must be upright with Justice and Mercy. 
I see how the Philosopher, who belongs 
to the third Department, or the Philo- 
sophic Artist, must embody the spirit of 
Mystery and Purpose. 1 see how the 
Scientific Philanthropist — the term has 
a scope faur wider than that connoted 
by the term “ philanthropist ” as we 
generally use it — who belongs to the 
fourth Department, must spread Har- 
monious Adjustment far and wide. I 
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sec how the Scientist, who belongs to 
the filth Department, must be dedicated 
to the sfOTt of Truth and Adventure. 

I see how the Spiritual Soldier, who 
belongs to the sixth Department, must 
be full of Purity and Fire. I see how 
the Spiritual Magician and the Creative 
Artist, who belong to the seventh 
Department, must be strong in the 
spirit of Purpose and Beauty. And 
each one of these must be afire with 
Reverence — the perception of Divinity 
in ail things. 

But while we are thinking of aU these 
differences, let us remember that there 
is but one Life. In the beginning there 
is the seed pregnant with all Life. As 
we grow, some special aspect develops 
and perhaps becomes dominant, while 
other aspects may remain comparatively 
fallow. Still further on, that special 
aspect may become Kingly, and the 


259 



GODS IN THE BECOMING 

rest fine and strong and purposeful. At 
last, when the seed has become a 
Flower, stiU one aspect must be sup- 
reme, but all others will be but lesser 
Flowers in a garden in which one 
Flower rises marvellous above the rest. 

What ^lall 1 say about the wonder- 
ful Department, a world in itself, which 
orders the Life in what we call the 
Kingdom of the Angels > Arc there 
any, for some reason or another, guests 
of ours in the human kingdom, living 
like us and with us awhile > A very 
few, I diink, and to be known by a 
certain strangeness, an aloofness, a living 
according to laws different from human 
laws, horn the laws of nature as we 
have them for the mode of Life which 
leads to humanity. They are not of 
,thi8 wmld, even though they may dwell 
in it. They are likely to be subject 
to censorious misunderstanding, because 
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their rules of conduct must needs be 
different from ours. Their ways arc not 
our ways, and must not be our ways. 
Yet arc they indeed welcome, ethereal 
brethren as they are. and might be the 
means, if only we could understand a 
little more wisely, of bringing the two 
kingdoms, now so separate, into close 
comradeship, with very great benefit to 
both. Maybe this new age and this 
new world will bring about such com- 
radeship. 

I should like once more to make 
clear that these Departments, with their 
temperamental reflections among our- 
selves and down through every kingdom 
of nature, are real, are Dcpjirtments of 
that which has rightly been called the 
Inner Government of the world, and 
are mostly staffed by those who have 
climbed up the ladder of evolution 
as we are climbing up that ladder 
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now. They may be known by those 
who are looking for knowledge of 
them in the spirit of their being 
the only reasonable, the only pebble 
climaxes, or consummations, of that 
Law, Order and Purpose recognized as 
of the essence of the Process of evo- 
lution. Knowledge of these great Inner 
Government Departments, and of those 
who are engaged in their administration, 
comes when it b ready to be re- 
cognized and used in wisdom and in 
service. And to the extraordinary value 
of such knowledge in education those 
who use it bear convincing testimony. 
It enables souls and their vehicles to 
be sorted out into groups for more 
intensive and congenial development. 
There is far less of trying to fit round 
pegs into square holes. And while the 
ordinary processes of education are 
common to all, are necessary for all. 


262 



GODS FINDING THEMSELVES 

t become* poasible to vary the mode 
>f teaching, at all events to some 
lixtent, to suit the individual tempera- 
ncnt ; and individual unfoldment is 
substantially quickened when, knowing 
the nature of a particular temperament, 
we arc able to use its characteristics as 
a line ol least resistance for the edu- 
cation we have to give. Furthermore, 
the more we know about a student, the 
more we arc able to understand that 
which, in our ignorance, is so often 
the cause of misunderstanding, misjudg> 
ment, irritation, sullcnncss, futile effort, 
despair, and, to our shame, chastisement. 

I ought, perhaps, to add that there 
is no danger of these various Depart- 
ments being over-crowded by individuals 
who have reached that stage of Youth- 
fulness which marks the threshold of 
entry into Government service, the 
service df the Real Government of the 
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world ! Evolution is a very slow process 
indeed, while the demand lot Govern- 
ment servants — which some day we shall - 
aD become — is far greater dian the 
supply is ever likely to be. And it 
might be remembered that this world 
is not the only world, nor this Universe 
the only Universe. There is an unlimited 
field for Government service, and if 
there be no post in one world, there 
is sure to be a vacancy in another ! 

The number of those who are within 
some sort of distance of memberdup 
of one or another of these De- 
partments is extraordinarily small. Even 
those who are greatest from the stand- 
point of the outer world have a long 
way to go before they become 
equipped with that ^^ill, that Wisdom, 
that Activity, the possession of which 
is a sine qua non for admission to the 
ranks of the Rulers, the Teachers, the 
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Organizers, ol the worlds of Gods and 
men. and of all the kingdoim of 
nature. 

The challenge ever is : What do 
you KNOW ol Life — its eternal Law, 
its eternal Order, its eternal Purpose } 
What do you KNOW, not what do 
you think, nor what do you believe, 
nor what do you guess ? What do 
you KNOW ? And when something of 
such knowledge, the fruit of experience, 
is yours, then alone shall you be 
taken into apprenticeship by those who 
have become Masters of Order, Masters 
of Law, Masters of Purpose, and thus 
Masters of Youth. Let us begin to 
try to know now, and above all let 
us try to help those who arc young 
in bodies, who have come down from 
heavens in which glimpses of such 
knowledge and its marvels have per- 
chance been theirs, to set their feet 
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on the padi of such knowledge, which 
is Will, Wisdom and Activity hi one. 

Thus is a God at work in his 
Becoming — discovering his Power and 
his Vernal Purpose, and using' them 
both to build his own unique heaven 
and to help others to build theirs. 
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